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Key Club kicks cancer with THON
Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief

TALLY — Members of the Key Club and participants of THON hold up the dollar amount 
of the money raised at PAHS’s first ever THON. The event held February 28 raised a 
total of $3,908.85. All of the proceeds went to support the Four Diamonds Fund, which 
helps families with children battling pediatric cancer. “The whole experience was so 
exciting and rewarding,” senior Sarah Lombel said. “I was so happy with the outcome, 
and knowing that all the proceeds went to a great fund was a reward in itself.” ber, said.
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Don’t come expecting to get a 
halupki,” Mr. Nathan Halenar, Key 

Club adviser and English teacher, said.
 One was not able to get a halupki at 
Pottsville Area High School’s first ever 
mini THON, but he was able to spend 
a Friday night dancing, participating in 
various activities or eating as many hot 
dogs and pretzels that he could stom-
ach. All of the proceeds collected from 
the activities at this event went to sup-
port the Four Diamonds Fund.
 The Four Diamonds Fund is an 
organization affiliated with Penn State 
that raises money for childhood cancer 
research. The foundation was started 
December 21, 1972, after Christopher 
Millard passed away at the age of 14 af-
ter a three-year long battle with cancer. 
His parents, Charles and Irma Millard, 
started the fund in his name at Penn 
State Hershey Children’s Hospital.
 PAHS hosted a small scale THON 
February 28. The event started at 2 
p.m. and ran until about 10 p.m. It 
took place in the boys’ and girls’ gyms 
and the hallway that surrounds both 
gyms. There were tables set up in the 
hallway, some with T-shirts and others 
with various food items. There was a 
T-shirt design contest that occurred in 

Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor

Paige Fellows
Style & Entertainment Editor

The cold bites at his skin; the wind 
whips around him. He stands at the 

top of the ski slope, mentally preparing 
himself to push off. Ripping him away 
from the daydream, the student seated 
in front of him sneezes. Although these 
were just daydreams that he had peri-
odically throughout the day, they would 
soon be possible.
 Sophomore Dylan Stillwagner woke 

I enjoy math because I like know-
ing that there is usually a definite 

answer to problems, unlike literature,” 
junior Taylor Young said. “I also have 
a teacher who inspires me and always 
keeps me intrigued in class.”
 November 6, several accelerated 
math students attended the 17th an-
nual math competition at Bloomsburg 
University. Mr. Dave Sterner, PAHS 
mathematics teacher, took a small 
group of students to the competition to 
participate. 
 When students arrived, they started 
out by participating in a quiz bowl. The 
students from Pottsville were split into 
different teams, Pottsville One, Two 
and Three. 
 Each team battled each other for 
five minutes, and the winning team 
moved on. While the quiz bowl was 
taking place, other teams worked on 
a packet of brainteasers, and then 
students headed off to lunch.
 “It is a pleasure to take such good 
kids [to Bloomsburg] and give them 
a chance to compete against other 
schools, see a college campus and 
enrich their math education,” Mr. 
Sterner said. 
 After students ate lunch, they played 

up one day and decided that he was 
going to create a Ski Club at the 
Pottsville Area High School. He was 
not the first to have tried to make a 
Ski Club. Mr. Theodore Catranis, sci-
ence teacher at D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School, had tried many times in the 
past 20 years of his teaching career, 
including just last year.
 “I have tried on numerous occa-
sions, and I have been turned down 
over and over,” Mr. Catranis said. 
“They were successful in their first 
attempt. [It may have been because 
of] the new superintendent and new 
principals. New people, new ideas.”
 Although Stillwagner was success-
ful in creating the club on his first try, it 
was a tedious process.
 “A petition was started, and [I went] 
around collecting signatures. With 
[Ms. Reedy’s] approval, I then tried 
finding an adviser, [which was] the 
longest process,” Stillwagner said.
 After Mr. Catranis and Stillwagner 
came in contact, the next step was to 
present the idea to Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
Pottsville Area School District superin-
tendent, and the school board.
 “We finally received approval [at 
the start of February]. The idea that 
you can organize a club of this nature 
and the first event within four weeks is 
astounding,” Mr. Catranis said. “It took 
a lot of work. I was here after school 
until five or six o’clock most days orga-
nizing all of this stuff. I’m really glad it 
finally came together.”
 One of the things Mr. Catranis was 

late November that any student could 
have participated in; there were over 20 
entries. The winner of the T-shirt design 
contest was junior Ashley Smith.
 Mr. Eric Rismiller, athletic director, was 
in charge of the food aspect of the event. 
He worked on finding a variety of conces-

sion stand-worthy foods that could be 
sold.
 “We kind of spread out the circle of 
power here,” Mr. Halenar said. “We 
want[ed] to keep it simple: pizza, hot 
dogs, pretzels, candy, iced tea: con-
cession stand, but like easy conces-

RELAX — After a long day at school, stu-
dents in Ski Club went on a ski trip to 
Eagle Rock. The club’s advisers are Mr. 
Theodore Catranis and Mrs. Lillian Hobbs 
Although some were worried about be-
ing injured, all members came out of the 
trip unharmed. “First time skiers and ex-
perienced skiers alike had a great time, 
whether they hit the slopes or went snow 
tubing. I’m pretty sure I can speak for 
everyone when I say that I can’t wait for 
the next trip,” freshmen Max Bolton said.
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Students 
compete at
university
math event

Teacher and student 
organize Ski Club 

SEE THON, page 2

SEE Teacher, page 2 SEE Mathletes, page 2
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Mathletes compete at competitions
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Information 
and 
Policies 

 Tide Lines is the online and print news 
publication of Pottsville Area High School. 
It is produced by the students of the 
Communications and Mass Media class. 
It is written for the Pottsville Area School 
District community and is distributed free 
of charge. Secondary audiences include 
other school journalism programs and 

organizations which promote the development of scholastic journalism, as well 
as people worldwide with the ability to visit the website. 
 Readers can access Tide Lines print issue archives at http://www.pottsville.
k12.pa.us/tidelines. Tide Lines is updated weekly online and can be viewed at 
http://www.pahstidelines.com. 
 The Editorial Board is the decision-making body of the newspaper which 
governs its day-to-day operation. The Tide Lines staff has adopted the following 
editorial policy to express the rights, responsibilities and philosophy of the Tide 
Lines newspaper and website. 
 Tide Lines is an accessible public forum which provides information and 
entertainment in addition to various viewpoints on debatable issues in the form 
of editorials and columns. Funds for production come from advertising and the 
Pottsville Area School District. 
 As an open forum, Tide Lines sells advertisements for publicity and to pay for 
printing costs. The basic rate is eight dollars per column inch in each print issue 
or $30 per month on the website. Tide Lines refuses to advertise any reference 
to illegal or controlled products, services, substances, paraphernalia or any 
other advertisement deemed inappropriate to the Pottsville community. 
 As a responsible newspaper, Tide Lines will not intentionally invade the 
privacy of any person and will make every effort to correctly spell names and 
make accurate class and position identifications. Accurate reporting of fact is 
the goal of the staff. 

 Opinions will be clearly marked and found on the editorial pages or as 
designated on other pages. Corrections will be published online or printed in 
the next issue when mistakes are found or brought to the attention of the staff. 
Original stories will carry bylines, although stories by someone other than the 
original author will not receive a byline. 
 Commentaries and opinion columns are the expressed opinion of the author 
and not of Tide Lines and its Editorial Board or its adviser. Furthermore, the 
opinions conveyed are not those of the Pottsville Area School District, faculty or 
School Board. 
 Letters to the editor, guest columns and all materials submitted must include 
the author’s name, signature and class or position. Typed, double-spaced letters 
are preferred, but legible, handwritten submissions, are acceptable. Letters 
can be mailed, hand-delivered or e-mailed. Tide Lines will not publish anything 
deemed libelous, obscene or in poor taste, in accordance with the Supreme 
Court’s justified standards. Rights are reserved to postpone, edit or withhold 
from publication anything submitted which does not meet specifications. The 
meaning of any submission will not be altered, but Tide Lines reserves the right 
to correct spelling, grammar and punctuation when necessary. Additionally, Tide 
Lines refuses to print criticisms that are not constructive and supported by facts. 
 Tide Lines is a member of the Pennsylvania School Press Association, 
the National Scholastic Press Association, the Quill and Scroll International 
Honorary Society for High School Journalists and the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association. 
 Members of the staff are guided by the Canons of Journalism of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors, a code of ethics which outline the principles of 
responsibility, fairness and accuracy. 
 The Tide Lines editorial policies reflect the philosophies of scholastic 
journalism. The goal of Tide Lines is to uphold its policy at all costs, unless 
it violates the basic protections of journalists or the freedom accorded all 
journalists under the Pennsylvania School Code. 

a game called “24.” The game consisted of three teams at a 
table every round. 
 Members of each team would shuffle a deck of cards and 
add, subtract, multiply and divide the numbers on the cards in 
order to get the number 24. Each number could be used only 
once, and if nobody on a team could find a solution within 10 
seconds, it was the other team’s turn. 
 After the game “24,” teams that won games throughout the 
day were given minor awards. Following the award ceremony, 
the competition concluded and students returned home. 
 “My favorite part of the math competition was the card 
game ’24,’” sophomore Jillian Mullin said. “It was insane to 
see how fast people could get an answer. I think it also kept 
a friendly rivalry between teams because there was a time 
limit.” 

Teacher creates club
stressed about was putting all of the details together in such 
a short amount of time. He said that the process would have 
been easier if it had been organized earlier on in the year 
because without a fundraiser to cover the cost of the trip, he 
had to pay to rent the buses out of pocket.
 Although there were a few hiccups while the Ski Club was 
organizing their trip, it went on without any additional prob-
lems.
 “The ski trip was awesome, and I would definitely go on 
the next trip if there is one [this year],” sophomore Justin Fox 
said.
 Even though Mr. Catranis has not been reimbursed for the 
buses yet, he is confident that the Ski Club will live on and 
become one of the permanent clubs at PAHS rather than be-
ing on probation.
 “I just had to do that as a leap of faith,” Mr. Catranis said. 
“I am just putting faith in the students because there were so 
many students who said they were interested.”

THON raises money
sion stand.”
 There were two speakers at the event: PAHS graduate 
Lynn Brobst and sophomore Dana Urban. Urban spoke about 
her battles with leukemia.
 “I talked about how my treatments went and my journey 
and how much I went through. It was emotional watching my 
family cry and be upset, but I was holding back my tears,” Ur-
ban said. “I’m thankful every day to be living, and my favorite 
quote is, ‘What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.’ It’s from 
Kelly Clarkson.”
 There was T-shirt decorating, arts and crafts, basketball 
and volleyball tournaments and an open gym at one point in 
the evening.
 “[We raised] about $4,000 and overall, people seemed very 
enthused, and it will be something we work on to make better 
and better each year,” Mr. Halenar said.
 Four students from Penn State Schuylkill helped the day 
of the event. They were in charge of overseeing the danc-
ing and making sure that the event ran smoothly. The four 
students were 2014 PAHS graduate Benjamin Blake, 2012 
PAHS graduate Maria Naradko, 2013 PAHS graduate Alex 
Frantz and Blue Mountain graduate Winn Allen.
 “Penn State [Schuylkill helped] the advisers [of Key Club] 
with how to run and set up a mini THON. We also answer[ed] 
any questions they had about THON and gave suggestions 
[about] what to do to make [PAHS’s] mini THON interesting 
and fun,” Blake said. “I help[ed] by staying in contact with [the 
club’s] advisers and keeping both organizations up to date 
about the events each host[ed].”
 The club had a Skyward alert message sent out to encour-
age people to purchase the emblems and the logos that were 
printed on T-shirts.
 “We were very, very impressed with what happened with 
THON and how things went,” Mr. Halenar said. “We had a 
lot of [people] show up. We are taking a lot of feedback from 
kids about how we can make it better in the future.”
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Can you add, subtract, multiply or divide to get 24?
 Shown below is a sample of the card game 24, a popular 
mathematical game that students played while at the 
Bloomsburg Math Competition November 6. To solve the 
problem shown below, add, subtract, multiply or divide the 
four playing cards to get a solution of 24. Ace cards are 
equivalent to 1. 

Solution: (7+1)x(1+2)=8x3=24
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Seventy points. That’s what the state considers 
an acceptable score in a school’s performance 

profile, and PAHS and JSC were well over the ac-
cepted score. D.H.H. Lengel missed 70 by a micro-
scopic margin. 
 The school performance profile focuses on how 
well a school performs on its yearly standardized 
tests, which have transitioned from PSSAs to Key-
stones in the past five years. It also focuses on how 
well a school improves on test scores. This is called 
PVAAS (Pennsylvania Value Added Assessment 
System).
 “The school performance profile doesn’t just look 
at the percentage of students [who] are proficient 
or advanced [on their standardized tests], but what 
students have made progress,” Mrs. Stephanie 
Ziegmont, PASD curriculum coordinator, said. “If 
students can make progress, Pottsville receives a 
point for that.”
 A school can earn a total of 107 points, seven 
being extra credit points. In 2013, PAHS received 72 
points, which was above the acceptable score of 70. 
In 2014, the school received 78.3 points, which was 
an increase of 8.75%. PAHS is in second place out 
of all of the high schools in Schuylkill County. 
 D.H.H. Lengel received 69.7 points in their 2014 
evaluation, missing the acceptable score. However, 
the school improved 10.28% since their 2013 score 
of 63.2. This score was the seventh highest im-
provement score in all of Schuylkill County and the 
highest improvement score in the PASD.
 In the 2013 scoring, JSC received 74.5 points, 
and in the 2014 scoring, they received 80.7 points.  
Out of the top five schools that made improvements 
in Schuylkill County, each of the PASD schools 
could be found in that top five.
 In the near future, PASD will be getting a new 
standardized test, which will be similar to the Key-
stones, but slightly harder.
 “The state understands [this and] is going to have 
to tweak the scoring system. What we have to make 
sure is that a student who was advanced doesn’t 
fall to the bottom of the proficient category,” Mrs. 
Ziegmont said. 
 To see the districts exact score, one can check 
www.paschoolperformance.org. 
 “Red or yellow [bars] are what we want to stay 
away from,” Mrs. Ziegmont said.

Hillary Clinton email scandal creates 
controversy in the government

Hillary Clinton, former Secretary of State, 
has recently been called out by members 

of Congress for using her personal email for 
business. Normal protocol for government officials 
is to have a work email account that is separate 
from their own personal email address. 
 In response, Hillary Clinton has made all of her 
emails, save for a few personal ones, available for 
the public to see. It was determined that Clinton’s 
actions are legal, and the emails to and from 
her address were documented in the National 
Archives.
 However, following the events, several 
members of the government, including John 
Boehner, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, have 
requested that Hillary 
Clinton take down 
her email, as well as 
her personal server. 
There is a chance 
that this scandal 
will affect her 2016 
presidential campaign.

World News Recap
Jackson Gunelson, Staff Editor

PASD improves 
in performance 
profiles for 2014

Changes to 2017 SAT impact difficulty

Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief

With all of the work that goes into preparing for 
the SAT, one would not want to find that he 

was wasting his time going over concepts that will 
not be tested. The class of 2017 will be the first 
group tested using the redesigned SAT; according to 
the College Board website, the redesigned SAT will 
better help to prepare students for college as it tests 
more relevant topics and less obscure ones.
 “I am taking College Math Concepts and Col-
lege English Concepts, so I will be well prepared,” 
sophomore Jessica Angelichio said.
 At PAHS, there are two SAT preparation courses 
currently available: Mr. Anthony Majorino teaches 
College English Concepts, and Mr. William Rhoads 
teaches College Math Con-
cepts.
 “My goal as a College Eng-
lish Concepts teacher has 
always been to best prepare 
students for the reading, writ-
ing and essay portions of the 
SAT,” Mr. Majorino said.
 Research has proven that 
the current SAT is not cover-
ing all that is needed to be 
covered for students to get 
an accurate representation of 
what they will need to know 
going into college.
 “[The way that students study] will have to drasti-
cally change as old strategies may become useless 
with the redesign,” Mr. Rhoads said.
 According to www.collegeboard.org, students 
will no longer need to use flashcards to memorize 
obscure words, as the SAT critical reading section 
will require students to master relevant vocabulary 
instead of words one would never use. 
 “The SATs are meant to test general knowledge, 
so I think that the changes should not be that dras-
tic,” sophomore Jessica Wensus said. 
 Students will probably still be able to use informa-
tion learned in College English Concepts and Col-
lege Math Concepts on the redesigned test.
 “I prepare [my students] by increasing their 
overall vocabulary with a weekly list of 15 college-
level words. Beyond just knowing the definitions, 
students study the words’ origins, roots and affixes,” 
Mr. Majorino said. 
 With the changes being made to the SAT (which 
include the elimination of the wrong answer penal-
ty), Mr. Majorino is concerned that the expectations 
for the students taking the test are being lowered 
too much. According to the College Board website, 

the wrong answer policy was eliminated to encour-
age students to answer questions even if they are 
not 100% sure of the answer.
 “[On] the 2017 test, there will no longer be a 
penalty for wrong answers. This may seem good 
to students, but I see this as being problematic. No 
penalty means that students will be encouraged to 
guess answers, knowing that no risk is involved,” 
Mr. Majorino said.
 Another change being made to the SAT is that the 
essay will be optional but more challenging. For the 
essay, students will have to read and analyze a pas-
sage and explain how the author builds his argu-
ment. According to the College Board website, this 

new essay prompt is more 
like a college writing assign-
ment.
 “This is misleading be-
cause students won’t know 
whether or not they should 
even try the essay or just 
leave it alone because it 
is more difficult. Then if a 
student applies to a school 
which requires the essay 
score, nothing can be done,” 
Mr. Majorino said.
 The English portion will 
also be changed to include 

evidence-based reading along with a language and 
writing section.
 Because many things are changing about the 
test, Mr. Rhoads is contemplating the possibility that 
he will have to start teaching something different 
from what he has been.
 “My College Math Concepts class primarily 
focuses on using test taking strategies and review. 
The way I teach my class will have to change be-
cause the new test will be completely different from 
anything we have seen before,” Mr. Rhoads said.
 This math section of this new exam will focus on 
being able to use ratios, reasoning and statistics to 
solve problems. It will also focus on linear equations 
and systems and gauges the student’s abilities with 
more advanced college-level math.
 Mr. Majorino is concerned about the lowering of 
expectations for the students taking the new SAT.
 “If expectations are lowered, then how will stu-
dents be prepared for college-level material, or [be 
prepared for] their careers for that matter? Either 
way, I know I will keep challenging my students,” Mr. 
Majorino said. “Education should never be compro-
mised.”

Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor

Various PAHS clubs spread holiday cheer
Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor

When the season of giving approaches, many 
students feel the desire to give back by help-

ing the community during the holiday season. 
 Student Council has been doing Penny-A-Week 
collections at PAHS since the 1930s. The money 
they raised bought presents for needy children.
 “[We collected] over $2,000 [and] purchased 
[about] 175 gifts this year,” Mr. William Rhoads, 
math teacher and Student Council adviser, said.
 Along with other clubs, the Drama Club put to-
gether Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets.
 “At the Christmas cabaret, audience members 
were able to buy tickets for a chance to win the bas-
kets,” senior Taylor O’Brien, club president, said. 
 The cheerleaders donated and helped collect toys 
for Toys for Tots.
 “Toys for Tots went extremely well; I am extremely 
pleased with the response from the cheerleaders,” 
Ms. Melissa Recla, cheerleading coach, said.
 The parents of Jake and Leah Guzick and their 
relatives also helped the community; they have a 
charity set up called “Guz’s Christmas Project.” The 
project was created after a distracted driver killed 
Dave Guzick, 2007 PAHS graduate, in March 2013.
 “Last year, we collected things for Schuylkill 
Women in Crisis,” senior Jake Guzick said. “This 
year, the 2nd Annual ‘Guz’s Christmas Project’ ben-

efitted the SPCA.”
 Donations were collected from the middle and 
high schools, and all over the county.
 “We also had a big get together at Barefield 
where lots of Dave’s friends came to help support 
our project,” Guzick said. 
 The French Club also gave back to the commu-
nity during the holidays; they sang Christmas carols 
around town. 
 “It is fun to go around to the different nursing 
homes and singing carols in French,” senior Betha-
ny Hollenbush said. 

Photo by Rachel Conville
Photography Staffer

SING — The French Club presents Christmas car-
ols to the residents of the high rise by Garfield 
Square. “[Christmas caroling] is a great oppor-
tunity for students to interact with the communi-
ty,” Mrs. Nicole Stiles, French Club adviser, said.
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Scouts earn their Eagle Scout Ranks through service projects

Being involved in Boy Scouts can be time con-
suming. Between meetings and activities such 

as volunteering at the soup kitchen and catering 
at the Trinity Lutheran Church, Boy Scouts is a full 
time commitment. 
 Boy Scouts offers fun opportunities for the young 
men involved in the program such as traveling to 
Hawk Mountain for a week of camping and other 
activities.
 While at Hawk Mountain, the scouts do the Polar 
Bear Plunge every morning. 
 They get the opportunity to shoot bows and ar-
rows and .22 rifles. 
 During open lake time, they get to row boats, 
paddle board or canoe. Other activities involve 
swimming and a suspended obstacle course.
 While there, each scout learns more basic out-
door skills such as how to properly use a hatchet 
and a knife. They learn basic first aid and how to tie 
knots. They also learn the safe way to build a fire. 
Another basic skill one learns is how to pitch a tent. 
 Each scout gets the opportunity to earn individual 
merit badges while at the week-long camp to ensure 
that they are eligible to get the Eagle Scout rank.  
 Some of these badges include Archery, Camp-
ing, Canoeing, Hiking, First Aid, Swimming, Pottery, 
Welding, Sports, Communication, Cooking, Cycling 
and Kayaking.
 Older scouts have the choice to earn a merit 
badge by spending one night alone in the woods to 
prepare for wilderness survival.
 “Camp is a great place to get experience in the 
outdoor setting,” sophomore Jackson Gunelson 
said. 
 One usually joins Cub Scouts at the age of six. 
The scout progresses through dens such as Tiger, 
Wolf, Bear, Webelos One and Webelos Two. After 
cross over, the Cub Scout will then become a Boy 
Scout. 
 After one fulfills the requirements of earning a 
specific amount of badges, completing the service 
project and being an active member of the troop 
of which he belongs  for at least two years, he can 
achieve his Eagle Scout rank.
 When one earns his Eagle Scout rank, the high-
est rank one can earn, he is treated with the utmost 
respect within the scout community.  
 From there, if they wish to join the military, they 
are automatically given one rank higher than the 
rest of the other new recruits. 
 Earning the Eagle Scout rank also helps to boost 

Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief

one’s resumé whether he is looking to get into col-
lege or looking for a job opportunity. 
 “I stayed involved in [Boy Scouts] because it was 
a great program to be in, and you learn a lot of use-
ful skills in the program. Even if you only use [the 
skills] once in a great while, you will use the skills,” 
2014 PAHS graduate Travis Dudash said.
 Pottsville has seen numerous young men go 
through the scout program and earn their Eagle 
Scout rank, including Dudash and seniors Patrick 
Brennan, Victor Smith and Daniel Gall-Madara. 
 Senior Jacob Spece is currently going for his 
Eagle Scout rank, along with junior Christian Gauker 
and sophomore Gunelson.
 Dudash joined Cub Scouts when he was five 
years old because his older brother, 2012 PAHS 
graduate Josh Dudash, was involved in it. 
 For his Eagle Scout project, he put flashing on 
the back of the Janet Eich Public Library in Port 
Carbon. The purpose of the project was to stop the 
leaking of water into the library. 
 “I also stayed in [Boy Scouts] because Eagle rank 
means a good deal in the real world,” Travis Dudash 
said. “For instance, me going into the Navy, I will be 
two pay grades above those who aren’t an Eagle 
Scout just going in.”
 Spece joined Cub Scouts when he was younger 
because one of his close friends told him to try it 
out. He decided to stick with scouting and go for 
his Eagle Scout rank when he earned the required 
amount of merit badges. 
 “I used those skills [taught in Boy Scouts] to de-
velop a plan for an outdoor classroom for the school 
so students and teachers could love and appreciate 
nature just as much as I have during [the years I 
spent involved in] Boy Scouts,” Spece said. 
 Gauker joined Cub Scouts when he was in kin-
dergarten for something to do. When he got older, 
he found that he enjoyed outdoor activities and 
learning the skills offered to Boy Scouts. 
 “As for my Eagle [Scout] project, we fixed up the 
Terry Reiley Memorial Park across from Sheetz,” 
Gauker said. “We planted three trees, added one 
table and two benches and repaired one table.”
 Gunelson joined Cub Scouts in his home state of 
Oklahoma, when he was eight years old in order to 
socialize with other kids his age who had the same 
interests as him. 
 For his Eagle Scout project, he coordinated the 
Pottsville Public Library’s Annual Haunted House in 
2014 and organized a food drive for the Pottsville 
Soup Kitchen. 
 Gunelson is hoping to achieve the Eagle Scout 

rank with the services he provided to the Pottsville 
area. 
 “[Earning my Eagle Scout rank] goes to show 
how much work I put into Boy Scouts,” Gunelson 
said. “Boy Scouts is a great program as it teaches 
younger children how to act and older scouts how to 
lead. It really is an experience that can only better 
your life.”
 Not only do these projects help young men learn 
skills to better themselves in the outdoor setting, 
it also helps the community by bettering the atmo-
sphere of specific places. 
 Mrs. Susan Zierle, wife of Scout Master Mr. Bill 
Zierle, also spends a great deal of her time helping 
out with the Boy Scouts involved in Troop 607. 
 Mrs. Zierle is a scout leader and assists in both 
meetings and “Order the Arrow” gatherings. 
 These gatherings are for more the experienced 
scouts not just in Schuylkill County, but the nation.
 “[Boy Scouts] is a way for young men to learn 
life skills to help them in their careers and their life 
choices while having fun,” Mrs. Zierle said.

Photo Courtesy of Jacob Spece
PRIDE — Senior Jacob Spece created an outdoor 
classroom near the tennis courts at PAHS to earn his 
Eagle Scout rank. His purpose for creating the out-
door classroom was because he appreciated nature 
and wanted students to appreciate it just as much.“I 
started fundraising for my project in the spring by 
selling candy bars to the student body after Ms. [Tif-
fany] Reedy granted me permission. With the candy 
bar sale, I raised $300 to go towards my expenses to 
help purchase the tables and flowers,” Spece said. “I 
discussed the project with Mr. [Adrian] Portland, my 
project adviser; Ms. Reedy, beneficiary representa-
tive; and Mr. [Kerry] Ansbach, the manager of the 
grounds [at Pottsville Area High School.] The out-
door classroom will offer a world of opportunities for 
generations to come at Pottsville Area High School.”

Senior musician makes it to the PMEA All State Jazz Ensemble
Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief
 Senior Jacob Shoener is the fourth person in 
PAHS history to make it all the way to PMEA All 
State Jazz Ensemble, the last being the late Mr. 
John Stabinsky. Shoener has had quite the journey 
to the top of the musical ladder, and highlights start 
all the way back in fifth grade, when 11-year-old 
Shoener started to master the trumpet.
 *Junior Cody Gemmell also made it to state band 
this year, and his feature will be in the May issue of 
Tide Lines.

The beginning: “[I have been playing the 
trumpet since the fifth grade; this is my 
eighth year. My older brother John played 
the trumpet and my dad played the trum-
pet, and my dad was teaching trumpet 
lessons. I went to the band assembly with 
Mr. Mike Ryan in the middle school band, 
and he was demonstrating all of the dif-
ferent instruments,” Shoener said.

Next year: “I am either going to attend Penn State University, 
Temple University, the Juilliard School of Music or Duquesne 
University and major in music. [My audition for Juilliard was] 
March 6. I auditioned with Duquesne on March 21. I had my 
audition with Penn State on January 31. I was accepted to 
Temple, and I had auditioned December 5. I am still waiting 
on Penn State about the status of my acceptance. I have a 
tough decision to make. I’m very excited,” Shoener said.

The day to day: “I prac-
tice every day.  I’m a big 
believer in the philosophy 
‘if you don’t use it, you lose 
it,’” Shoener said.

The future: “In the future, my goal musically is definitely to be able to 
play professionally one day, any kind of style: jazz, classical, rock, pop, 
whatever. I definitely want to be a professional musician,” Shoener 
said.

Graphic by Samantha Disabella
Production Editor
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When you’re in high school, you are not exactly 
dealt a lot of opportunities to make a differ-

ence. Many teenagers want to make an impact by 
doing whatever they can to contribute to society. 
This is because it feels really good. Luckily, I had a 
chance to make a difference.
 Last year, a friend of mine, Laura Dallago, 2014 
PAHS graduate, was partnered with the American 
Red Cross. This means that she ran her own blood 
drives. However, with graduation creeping closer 
and closer, she had to find some new recruits to 
take her spot to get people to donate. That is where 
seniors Aysia Centeno, Bethany Hollenbush and I 
come in.
 This year, the three of us were in charge of run-
ning a blood drive with a representative named 
Karen Barton. We even had to organize a new loca-
tion because the one it was at for years was not run-
ning it. We also had to arrange food and snacks for 
people donating to hydrate and sustain themselves. 
It was not an easy task, but it was fun because I got 
to do it with my friends, and there is never a dull mo-
ment with them.
 All in all, it was a successful blood drive. Our goal 
was 27 pints of blood, but at the end of the day, 
our total was 36. This means we saved around 110 
lives. This sounds very cliché, but it is an indescrib-
able feeling knowing that because of you and your 
friends’ efforts, over 100 lives were saved. I would 
do it all over again in a heartbeat, and I am ecstatic 
that I was given this opportunity.

Bethany Hollenbush

My experience co-hosting the blood drive Febru-
ary 7th was so worthwhile. Knowing how many 

people we potentially helped is the best feeling 
in the world. While we were there, many people 
walked in after seeing the sign. This rarely happens, 
so I was super excited, especially because we sur-
passed our goal. We met a woman who has been 
donating for 15 years.

Aysia Centeno

This February through the High School 
Leadership Program of the American Red Cross, 

Brittany, Bethany and I hosted a blood drive at the 
Mar Lin Hose Company. The drive was a huge 
success. 
 The Red Cross gave us a goal: collect 27 pints of 
blood. Our goal was not only met,  but beaten.  
 Together, with the help of our community, we were 
able to collect 37 pints of blood. For every pint of 
blood collected, up to three people could be helped, 
which means up to 111 people benefited from our 
small blood drive.

Seniors organize 
blood drive for the 
Red Cross

Musicians perform at honors festivals

Brittany Blackman 
Editor-in-Chief

Instruments blasting and voices reverberating 
throughout the auditorium: these are the sounds 

that fill the room when an honors band or choir 
takes the stage at the start of a county, district, 
region or state festival.
 The band process started November 20 with 
county band auditions. Here, young musicians fran-
tically ripped through their scales one last time and 
tried to perfect the run sequence in the section they 
knew would be part of the audition.
 “I auditioned [for county band] for the experience 
and to be able to widen my horizons when it came 
to my music,” freshman Kaitlyn Pekarik said. 
 The Schuylkill County Band festival was held 
March 5-7 at Williams Valley High School.
 Twenty-seven musicians from PAHS made it 
into county band. They include freshmen Thomas 
Honicker, Kaitlyn Pekarik and Erika Shuman; sopho-
mores Abbey Kostyal, Samantha Disabella, Colin 
Williams, Patrick Moran and Emma Stinnett; juniors 
Arrianna Daniels, Katrina Whalen, Taylor Young, 
Sara Leibel, Alana Spotts, Ashley Pogash, Michael 
DeColli, Christopher Pekarik, Paige Fellows, Taylor 
Brigade and Cody Gemmell; and seniors Rachel 
Salata, Alexandra Disabella, Michaela Zanis, Jacob 
Shoener, Allyssa Kovich, Autumn Minnich, Justin 
Denchy and Sarah Williams.
 Next came district auditions December 6 at Park-
land High School.  
 After district auditions came the district band 
festival January 14-16, and the concert was held 
January 16.
 Four members of the PAHS concert band made it 
into PMEA District 10 Band. They include Honicker, 
Gemmell, Kovich and Shoener.
 “I was very surprised to learn that I had made it 
into district band. Judging my score and the fact that 
I’m only a freshman, I figured that I wouldn’t get it,” 
Honicker said. “I was very proud of myself.”
 Once district band comes to a close, district or-
chestra is open for business. This festival was held 
from February 11-13. 
 Two musicians, Gemmell and Shoener, made it to 
PMEA District 10 Orchestra.
 “It felt amazing to make district orchestra again,” 
Gemmell said. “My overall goal was to rank high 
enough to make regions.”
 District orchestra leads musicians right into PMEA 
Region 5 State Band, which was held February 25-
27.
 Gemmell and Shoener were the only two to make 
it to region band this year, and Gemmell and Shoe-
ner also made it to region orchestra.
 Colin Williams scored a spot in the PMEA District 
10 Jazz Band. 
 “It is a great feeling to be in district jazz ensemble. 

New language honor society members inducted

As parents and family members filed into the 
Little Theatre March 12, it was evident to outsid-

ers that something important was about to happen.
 Eleven students were inducted into the French 
National Honor Society, 10 were inducted into 
the German National Honor Society and 19 were 
inducted into the Spanish National Honor Society. 
To be inducted into the honor society, students must 
excel academically in the language.
 “I believe [being inducted] will help me in the 
future with college because I know some colleges 
look for students who excel in foreign languages. It 
wasn’t too hard to get in, but it definitely requires a 
lot of studying,” sophomore Austin Schultz, German 
National Honor Society inductee, said.
 “I’ve been putting [French National Honor Soci-
ety] on college and scholarship applications and it 
doesn’t hurt. I think people look at me differently be-
cause to get in, you just have to get six A’s in a row 
and be interested in [the language,]” senior Kelsey 
Czachor, top French 4 student, said.
 “Colleges like to see that kind of initiative and 
knowing more than one language can help in al-
most any career, especially the medical field since 

Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor

Alex Disabella 
Editor-in-Chief

When I sent the audition in, I felt pretty confident 
about my chances to make it,” Colin Williams said. 
“I was really surprised when Mr. [Craig] Shoener, 
[PAHS band director], told me I was in. I thought he 
was joking.”
 The last steps in the band festival ladder for 
PAHS musicians were All State Band for Gemmell 
and PMEA All State Jazz Ensemble for Shoener.  
Shoener will be the fourth person in the history of 
PAHS to attend the all state jazz festival. The last 
person to attend the All State festival in the jazz 
ensemble was the late Mr. John Stabinsky.
 “It is an honor to be selected for All State Jazz 
Band and to be the fourth person in PAHS history to 
attend this festival. I am extremely excited to repre-
sent Pottsville and carry on the great musical legacy 
that we have here,” Shoener said. 
 Along with band festivals comes the season of 
chorus festivals. The first festival was District 10 
Chorus, and Shoener was the only PAHS choir 
member to attend this year.
 After District Chorus came the county chorus 
festival, which was held February 19-21 at Tamaqua 
Area High School. 
 There were nine choir members from PAHS who 
made county chorus: freshman DeAnna Stevenson, 
juniors Leibel, Julia Rismiller and Devon Sinkovich 
and seniors Don Keith Allen, Megan Berdanier, 
Bethany Hollenbush, Michael Logothetides and 
Shoener.
 “My only goal when I tried out [for county chorus] 
was to make it again, but I ended up with a good 
rank and score,” Hollenbush said. 

POSE — The 27 members of Schuylkill County Band 
gather on the courtyard steps for a group picture. Seniors 
Jacob Shoener and Allyssa Kovich, junior Cody Gem-
mell and freshman Thomas Honicker made it to district 
band. Shoener and Gemmell also climbed all the way to 
one of the state band ensembles. “[This year] I was in 
county band, county chorus, district band, chorus and 
orchestra, region band and orchestra and state jazz 
ensemble, so eight [festivals] this year,” Shoener said.

Photo By Corey Schuster
Photography Co-Coordinator

Photo by Brittany Blackman
DONATE — Senior Aysia Centeno, donor Vickie Dal-
lago and seniors Bethany Hollenbush and Brittany 
Blackman pose after a successful blood drive. The 
goal of pints to donate was 27, but at the end of 
the day 36 pints were obtained. “It was a great feel-
ing to have members of our community, includ-
ing Farlow’s Deli, contribute to the drive,” Centeno 
said. The blood drive was held February 7 at the 
Mar Lin Hose Company and ran from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

that’s my area of interest. It wasn’t too hard to get in, 
but it did take a good bit of studying and dedication,” 
junior Brittany Buleza, top French 2 student and 
Spanish National Honor Society inductee, said. 

Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

READ — Senior Kelsey Czachor, top French 4 student, 
reads the introduction for the members of French 
Club being inducted into the Foreign Language Na-
tional Honor Society. Czachor also read the Pledge 
of Allegiance over the announcements March 10.
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Powdered cocaine sold in Allentown in grams -- $50-100 
Purchasing cocaine every week for a year -------- $2,600-7,800
Methamphetamine price per gram --------------- $80
Purchasing a gram of meth a week for a year ---- $4,160

An average pack of cigarettes in Pennsylvania ---$5.85 
Smoking a pack of cigarettes daily for a year ----$2,135.25
A gram of “high quality” marijuana in PA -------$12.91
Ingesting or smoking a gram daily for a year ----$4,712.25

Where the money goes...

                      “If I still did drugs, my life would be different. I wouldn’t have the same group of friends I have now. I honestly don’t know if I would have made it this far in school, or even be alive for that 
matter.”-Anonymous  

Life without drugs

In 2013, more high school seniors regularly 
used marijuana than cigarettes as 22.7% 
smoked pot in the last month, compared to 
16.3% who smoked cigarettes.

“I have personally never had an experience with drugs 
or alcohol, but I know many people that did. My cousin, 
who is two years older than me, started out by smoking 
weed and thought it was harmless. He then got into 
pills and stole painkillers and more from my aunt who 
was dying of cancer. Unfortunately, the next step for him 
was heroin. He robbed a store of all of the money in their 
register and had a butcher knife along with him. The 
police found him, and found nearly $20,000 in cash in 
his bedroom along with a lot of heroin. He was put on 
trial about three years ago for this and is getting out of 
prison on parole in January of 2016 right before his 21st 
birthday. My boyfriend has had a past with drugs and 
alcohol as well. Before we started dating, he did them 
because he said they could make him happy. He ended 
up making many mistakes and getting in trouble with 
the law, and he pleaded guilty to undisclosed charges. He 
then had to take drug and alcohol classes, do community 
service and owed over $1,000 in fines. Since then, he has 
learned from this and does not go near drugs or alcohol 
anymore. I also help him stay away from them. My 
advice to anyone involved with drugs or alcohol right 
now is to stop because partying is all fun and games until 
you’re dead in a jail cell.” -Anonymous

What is your story?

By the eighth grade, 28% of  adolescents 
have consumed alcohol, 15% have smoked 
cigarettes and 16.5% have used marijuana.

There are about 10.8 
million underaged drinkers 
in the United States.

Most (82.9%) of  the 4.7 million people 
who began drinking during the last year 
were younger than 21. About 61.2% 
were younger than 18.

Graphics and body copy by Sam Disabella, Jackson Gunelson and Abbey Kostyal, Staff Editors
Facts from justice.gov, The Chicago Tribune, bluelight.org, dosomething.org, edgarsnyder.com, 
lung.org and the 2013 Pennsylvania Youth Survey in Schuylkill County.

In Schuylkill County, about 60% of  students 
claim that their source for cigarettes, 
alcohol and other drugs were their friends.

On estimate, roughly half  of  the 
Schuylkill County students polled have 
admitted to alcohol use at some point.

In Schuylkill County, roughly 20% of  high school 
seniors have used marijuana.

Less than 5% of  Schulkill County students 
partake in the use of  methamphetamine, crack 
or cocaine. POLICE

 While operating a vehicle, you cannot have 
.08 percent or more blood alcohol concentration 
(BAC). When you decide to drink and drive, you 
are taking a huge risk. Drinking and driving can 

ruin your life. You are not only putting your life in 
danger, but you are putting the lives around you in 

danger. Follow and the law and think before 
you act.

Second 
Offense 

-5 days jail time 
to 6 months jail 

time
-$300 to $2,500 

fine
-12 months li-

cense 
suspension

DUI
Third 

Offense 

-10 days jail time 
to two years jail 

time
-$500 to $5,000 

fine
-12 months li-

cense suspension

DUI

  First Offense

-No minimum
 jail time 
required 

-$300 fine
-No license 
suspension

DUI
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Battle of the Hills: The Crimson Tide rolls over the Green Waves
The Crimson Tide tops the Nativity Toppers
Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief

December 30, the varsity boys’ basketball team played its last game of 
2014 against the Nativity B.V.M. Hilltoppers. With the Tide being ranked 

eighth in the state before the game, it was safe to say that they would “top” 
the Toppers and continue on with their winning streak. 
 The win against Nativity and the following two wins against the Shamokin 
Indians and the Panther Valley Panthers moved the boys up in the rankings. 
 “I think we played well in the first half, but were too overmatched to [keep 
up with the Tide] in the second [half],” Nativity B.V.M. senior, Jeff Yordy, said.

 Early into the game, 
junior Jordan Melochick 
scored a rebound for 
the Tide putting them 
on the board almost 
instantly after tip-off. 
Melochick also contrib-
uted 13 points, 10 of 
them being rebounds to 
the board, ensuring that 
the Tide would prevail. 
 The Toppers only 
trailed behind by a little 
in the first half. Senior 
Eli Nabholz was on the 
bench due to a concus-
sion suffered against 
the North Schuylkill 
Spartans December 22; 
the Tide won that game 
55-21.
 Senior Travis Blan-
kenhorn was the key 
player for the Crimson 
Tide at the Mecca for 
the Battle of the Hills. 
According to the Re-

publican Herald, Blankenhorn had a game-high 19 points. He fouled out late 
in the fourth quarter. 
 “It’s always fun playing a team from the same town,” Blankenhorn said. “I’m 
happy we came up on the winning side.”
 The Tide once again advanced to the Schuylkill League championship 
game played at Martz Hall against the Tamaqua Blue Raiders. The game 
went into overtime due to the fact that Tamaqua held the ball for a majority of 
the first quarter. The final score of the championship was 33-28. 
 Advancing to the District XI AAA final games, the Tide met up against 
the Blue Mountain Eagles at Jim Thorpe and won 60-31, and Tamaqua at 
Minersville and won 50-25. The Tide advanced to the district championship 
game. 

Brandon Daubert
Staff Writer

When 2012 came to an end, so did the Golden Girls’ winning streak. 
When the 2013 showdown arrived, the Lady Tide won their Battle 

of the Hills game 38-34 for their second consecutive victory in the tourna-
ment, starting their own win streak against the Golden Girls. In 2014, yet 
again the Lady Tide (9-1 on the night of the Battle) would come out on top 
of the Golden Girls (3-4 on the night of the Battle), building their Battle win 
streak to three.
 At times, it seemed like the Lady Tide were going to run away with 
the game, but the 
Golden Girls stayed 
in it until the last 
second. 
 “We played with a 
lot of heart, and that 
helped us keep up. 
It was a good game 
for both teams, but 
Pottsville pulled out 
with the win,” Nativ-
ity junior Allison 
Warren said. 
 Taking the lead 
almost halfway 
through the first 
period, Nativity put the 
first two points on the 
scoreboard. Potts-
ville managed to 
answer by tacking 
on 12 points before 
the end of the first 
period. With a back 
and forth second 
period, the Lady 
Tide hustled into the 
locker room for halftime leading 24-18. 
 “We had to play good defense and shut them down,” sophomore Kyra 
Schenk said. “Our offense would come alive if our defense played great, 
and that is what we did.”
 The Lady Tide caught fire during the third period once again, going on 
a 12-point streak. This was not the final blow to the Golden Girls. Nativity 
fought back into the final period, with the score being 41-31 in the Tide’s 
favor. The Tide prevailed, keeping the lead 54-43 in a game that came 
down to the wire.
 “I was proud of the effort they gave. I think when Pottsville and Nativity 
get together, it is such a big day for the city and the players,” Mr. Rick 
Wojciechowsky, head coach, said.  

Golden Girls come up short of the gold 

Photo by Corey Schuster
Photography Coordinator 

Photo by Rachel Conville
Photography Staffer

Tide Wrestlers travel across country to compete in Vegas

When the name “Freak Show“ is thrown 
around, one would think of American Hor-

ror Story. This was not the case for the Pottsville 
Area High School wrestlers. In the fall of 2014, the 
wrestlers adventured to Las Vegas, Nev. to com-
pete in one of the biggest wrestling tournaments in 
the country.
 According to nuwaywrestling.com, The Freak 
Show is the fastest growing wrestling tournament 
in the country. Because the tournament is open to 
both youth and high school wrestlers, male and 
female, it makes it easier for entire school districts 
to travel there.  
 The tournament is located on a Las Vegas strip 
with 80,000 square feet of space available. This 
also includes live online coverage on all 24 mats 
that can be viewed on flowrestling.org. With this 
much space and publicity, it should be easy to un-
derstand why 861 schools from 34 states attended 
this tournament. 
 This fall, the wrestling team was faced with a 
decision. They knew they were going to attend a 
highly competitive wrestling tournament, but they 
had to choose between two events: the Super 32 
in North Carolina or the Freak Show in Las Vegas.
The team chose to travel to Las Vegas to strive for 
high competition and new sights and experiences. 

The mission included freshman Cole Painter, ju-
niors Luke Gardner and Nathan Cromyak, seniors 
Tyler Deiter and Brian Farrell and junior Bryce 
Hager from Nativity B.V.M. Upon their arrival, they 
checked into the Stratosphere Hotel, which is 
famous for having an amusement park on the roof.
 After checking into the hotel, the Tide wrestlers 
knew it was time to go to work. They were going to 
be wrestling against some of the best young men 
in the country.
 “I thought the tournament was a great learning 
experience for the team,” Gardner said.
 Cromyak wrestled the most matches out of the 
Pottsville team. He was awarded with 4th place 
in his weight class, but was physically drained 
by the end of the day due to the surprising lack 
of organization held in the nationally recognized 
tournament.
 “I took 4th in my weight class and was exhaust-
ed afterwards,” said Cromyak. “I had to wrestle a 
lot of matches in a short amount of time.” 
 The team parted from Nevada November 3. 
When they arrived back to Pottsville, their practic-
es started right back up. The wrestlers faced a lot 
of fierce competition in a new environment, which 
is something that head coach Coach Gary Keener 
was happy with.
 “It was a good team bonding experience. We 
learned a lot and I’m proud of the effort that was 
put out,” said Coach Keener.

Brandon Daubert
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Nathan Cromyak

VIEW — While on the trip to Las Vegas, the 
chosen wrestlers not only were able to com-
pete in the national Freak Show tournament, 
but they also got the chance to walk around 
Las Vegas and sightsee. One of the places 
that they got the opportunity to see was the 
Bellagio Hotel which is known for its famous 
dancing water fountains  and  award-winning 
casino. The team stayed in the Stratosphere 
Casino, Hotel and Tower which hosts three 
amusement thrill rides on the roof of its build-
ing. “I enjoyed walking the strip, visiting Old 
Vegas, seeing the $4 billion chandelier in the 
Cosmopolitan and the amazing view from the 
top of our hotel,” junior Nathan Cromyak said.

DRIBBLE — Nativity junior Ayden Adams 
dribbles and crosses the ball over while 
looking for an open teammate. Senior 
Connor Hinchliffe guards Adams tightly as 
he charges the basket. “The Battle of the 
Hills is always a great thing to be a part of,” 
Hinchliffe said. “Playing Pottsville rival Nativity 
is always fun, and it was great to get a win.” 

SCREEN — Nativity junior Allison Warren sets a 
screen on senior Ashley Purnell to create space 
for the offense. “I think we definitely played 
together at Battle of the Hills, we do every 
game. Different girls have different qualities 
they give to the team and that helped in a 
big way,” Purnell said. “Beating Nativity two 
years in a row was just a big accomplishment. 
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Autumn’s 
A-Game

Sports world is full of the 
double standard

Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief

Ray Rice, Adrian Peterson and Michael Vick. 
These are all professional athletes who 

committed some sort of abuse to another being. 
Ray Rice hit his then-fiancé and now-wife, Janay 
Palmer. Adrian Peterson hit his son with a stick 
and Michael Vick owned a dog-fighting arena. 
 Both Rice and Peterson are free agents and 
are allowed to be picked up by any team in the 
league. Vick ended his football career. 
 There’s always a double standard anywhere, 
especially when talking about abuse. When a 
man hits a woman, the media goes ballistic. 
There are cameras everywhere, contracts are 
being revoked and trials are made public. 
 So what happens when a woman hits a man 
or acts out on a family member in a cruel and 
abusive way? No one finds out about it until 
months later, and she hardly loses anything.
 Hope Solo, a professional soccer player, com-
mitted that crime. Solo is a goal keeper for the 
United States women’s national soccer team and 
is a two-time Olympic gold medalist. 
 According to thedailybeast.com, Solo was 
abused by her husband. Jerramy Stevens, a 
former NFL athlete, was arrested in 2012. The 
assault charges were later dropped because of 
lack of evidence. 
 One would think that after allegedly being 
abused, Solo would not do the same thing since 
she knew how it felt. 
 Solo did not attack her husband, but two of her 
relatives. 
 According to washingtonpost.com, Solo was 
arrested for hitting her sister and nephew. Solo 
was “intoxicated and upset.” Both her teenage 
nephew and sister had injuries. 
 This incident happened back in June, so why 
is it breaking news in September? One can 
blame the double standard for that. 
 When this first happened, Solo did not lose in 
anything. She wasn’t suspended from playing 
soccer, and none of her sponsors dropped her. 
That all changed January 21.
 According to cnn.com, Solo was suspended 
from the U.S. Women’s National Team for 30 
days. 
 The suspension was not a result of the do-
mestic abuse, but a result of her husband driving 
under the influence. Solo got suspended be-
cause she was in the passenger seat. With the 
suspension, she missed two matches in England 
and France.
 It is ridiculous that she was not suspended for 
beating her family members, but she was sus-
pended for being in a car with a drunk driver. 
 According to tmz.com, Back in 2009, Elin 
Nordegren, Tiger Woods’ then-wife now ex-wife, 
struck his car with an iron golf club after rumors 
surfaced that Woods was seeing another wom-
an. 
 Woods was targeted in this incident. No one 
seemed to care that his wife would come after 
him with a club, they only cared about how he 
was supposedly cheating on her. 
 No one batted an eye at Nordegren going 
after Woods. They focused more on the fact that 
Woods was cheating on his wife. 
 Whether the woman is the victim or the man, 
both cases are wrong and should equally be 
taken seriously. 
 Nike should have dropped Solo, and she 
should she have been benched from games. The 
games that she was suspended from were not 
even a result of the abuse scandal – they were 
due to her husband drinking and driving. One 
can look at this and see how unfair this situation 
is. If it were a man, he would have been kicked 
off his team and dropped by his sponsors. Why 
wasn’t she?

While being a bystander at a high school 
athletic game, one is bound to hear “shoot 

the zebra” or the chant about hanging the referee. 
These chants are mostly yelled when an oppos-
ing side views a call as incorrect, but they are also 
chanted when one thinks the game is rigged.
 Twenty-eight to twenty-four. That was the final 
score of the XLIX Super Bowl game played by the 
New England Patriots and the Seattle Seahawks 
in Arizona. That final score also happened to be 
the score that Madden NFL 15 predicted. 
 According to forbes.com, “… over the past 11 
years, the Madden prediction ratio has been an 
impressive 8-3.”
 Along with predicting the score of the Super 
Bowl, Madden, a game produced by EA Sports, 
predicted who would win MVP of the champion-
ship. 
 According to usatoday.com, Tom Brady was pre-
dicted to win – he did. Madden also predicted that 
Brady would pass 335 yards and get four touch-
downs. He got the four touchdowns and missed 
the estimated yardage by only seven. 
 Another prediction that seemed too good to be 
true was the score of the third quarter. Madden 

predicted that New England would trail 24-14. 
Then, as predicted, the Patriots had a comeback.
 Julian Edelman was to finish as the top receiver 
for the Patriots with eight catches for 106 yards. 
He narrowly beat this prediction with nine catches 
and 109 yards.
 Knowing that Madden has predicted the end 
score of the Super Bowl numerous times, one can 
see why people think that the games are rigged.
 But how could the Super Bowl be rigged? The 
game is live, so anything can happen. Remem-
ber when the lights went out at the Super Bowl in 
2013?
 If it were rigged, everyone would hear about 
it. Remember the deflated footballs? Not even 
a week after the game was played, there were 
numerous accusations about the deflation of the 
balls and who did it. 
 Rumor had it that Brady or even the ball boy 
could have been responsible. 
 If the NFL committee could not even figure out 
who deflated the balls at that time, how could 
Madden and the committee rig the Super Bowl?
 The game could not have been rigged. There 
has to be someone who analyzes the way the ath-
letes play and assess them well enough to make a 
thorough prediction. 
 Madden can be trusted to do this because it is 
a game strictly about football and nothing more. 
One could believe the game were being rigged if it 
were Mario Cart predicting the final score.

Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief

Madden correctly predicts Super Bowl

It is 1995: a Roller Roost employee gets an idea 
for a hockey league that teens can play in. It is 

2015 and still going on. 
 When the league first began, it consisted of six 
teams, all named after actual NHL teams. The 
six teams were the Flyers, Ducks, Red-wings, 
Penguins, Rangers and Serge.
 After a few years, the league began to decline, 
dropping from six teams to two. The league is 
working to grow back into what it once was, sell-
ing lollipops and holding various events to raise 
money.
 Mr. Bryan Dronick, Roller Roost inline hockey 
league manager and the Flyers coach, had a few 
words to say about his work with the league.
 “The league was difficult to rebuild, and still is. 
I had to trust the parents to sell the lollipops and 
advertise for our league. The players need to get 
their friends involved,” Mr. Dronick said.

Local hockey fans score in neighborhood
Tim Witman
Staff Writer

 A large amount of young skaters play in the 
Roller Roost’s hockey league and work to get bet-
ter.
 “Coming into this league, I didn’t know what to 
expect,” freshman Aaron Marth said. “And now, 
three years later, here I am, and I never expected 
such a big improvement. I look forward to many 
more in the years to come.”
 The league currently has four teams overall: the 
Rangers, Redwings, Flyers and North Stars. The 
league has a large number of players from all over 
the county and the surrounding areas.
 “I have not been playing long,” freshman Nautis 
Cassavaugh said. “But I think that the hockey 
league is a great way to get to know people from 
other schools and our own.”
 Anyone who would like to join the league, boys 
or girls, can visit the Roller Roost and get an appli-
cation out of the office, or like them on Facebook. 
The season begins in mid-October and ends in 
early March. Games are every Wednesday at six 
and seven, and practices vary between coaches.

After recovering from the loss of the Schuylkill 
League title at the end of the 2014 swimming 

season, the 2015 boys’ swimming and diving team 
made a comeback. 
 Last season, the Schuylkill League title came 
down to the Crimson Tide and the Blue Mountain 
Eagles, which ended in a 96-90 victory for the 
Eagles. 
 This season, the swimmers and divers were 
looking to gain back the trophy and title they had 
lost last year and make sure not to fall short to the 
Blue Mountain Eagles for the second consecutive 
year.
 The boys ended the 2015 season undefeated 
in the Schuylkill League, making them this year’s 
Schuylkill League champions. 
 Along with their success in the Schuylkill 
League, several of the boys’ advanced to the PIAA 
District XI AA Championships, which were held at 
Parkland High School February 27-28. 
 Sixteen boys qualified for the meet, including 

Swimming and diving teams succeed
Paige Fellows
Style and Entertainment Editor

Graphic by Samantha Disabella
Production Staffer

Graphic by Samantha Disabella
Production Staffer

senior diving members Edward Hossler and Kyle 
Brennan, Tanner Steinhart, Michael Logothet-
ides, Nick Kerby, Jacob Spece and Joshua Marx; 
juniors Ryan Scanlan, Noah Marx, Joshua Howell 
and Anthony Wojciechowsky; sophomores Charlie 
Botto, Michael Smerlick and Jacob Turnitza; and 
freshmen Alec Gonzalez and Max Kelly. 
 The boys collectively earned 263 points in the 
meet and finished third overall.

Girls’
After finishing second to last in the Schuylkill 

League in the 2013-2014 season, the girls’ 
swimming and diving teams made a comeback 
this year. 
 This season, the girls’ swimming and diving 
teams finished second in the Schuylkill League 
and sent nine girls to the PIAA District XI AAA 
Championships which were also held February 
27-28 at Parkland High School. 
 Ten girls qualified for the district meet, including 
seniors Gabrielle Hammer (diving), Megan Ber-
danier, Katie Deegan and Michaela Zanis; juniors 
Paige Fellows, Mykaihla Sternick, Madeline Con-
sugar and Taylor Young; sophomore Sarah Corse-
Campion; and freshman Jessica Turnitza. 
 The girls earned 43 points in the meet and fin-
ished eleventh overall. 

Boys’
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Rolling the dice on Madness
• 1 in 9,223,372,036,854,775,808 chance of 
making a perfect bracket.

• You have a better chance of seeing your favorite 
baseball team win the next seven World Series in 
a row.

• Better chance of predicting which political party 
will win the presidency in every election from 2016 
through 2160.

• Better chance of flipping a coin and getting 
heads 37 times in a row.

• Before 1986, rather than taking a piece of the 
net from the from the final game, teams actually 
would receive the entire court that they had won 
the championship on.

• $2.5 billion dollars is illegally bet on March 
Madness every year.

• 16th seeds are 0-124 in NCAA tournament 
history. (Including 2015)

• Kentucky, being the number 1 overall seed, had 
a 41% chance of winning out.

• Arizona is the closest team to Kentucky for 
winning the title with a 14% chance.

• The last team to go undefeated and win the 
NCAA championship was Indiana in 1976.

• In the past three years, 54 of all 198 March 
Madness tournament games have ended with a 
score difference of three points or less. 

Brandon Daubert 
Staff Writer

In March 1939, the Oregon University Ducks 
faced their opponent, the Ohio State University 

Buckeyes, in the first-ever NCAA men’s basketball 
championship. Oregon pulled away with a 46-33 
win, making them the first to be crowned as the 
champions. Since that day, UCLA has taken home 
an all-time record of 11 championships, followed by 
the University of Kentucky with seven.
 When the tournament first started in 1939, only 
eight teams made up the tournament. This number 
gradually increased until 2001 when a 65-team set 
up was announced.
 The teams are broken down into four regions, 
each with 16 teams. This is after the 65th and 64th 
seeds have a “play-in game” to lock in the top 64 
teams in the country. The winning teams from each 
region makes up the Final Four who go on to fight 
for the NCAA championship.
 “I filled out a few [brackets],” junior Michael 
O’Pake said. “I’m not sure how many. I haven’t kept 
track, so maybe five. What makes them so popular 
is that it’s the tournament to see who is the best col-
lege basketball team in the nation.”
 This tournament is considered the crown for 
college basketball, serving up for season-busting 
upsets every year. The bracketology of the game 
has come a long way as far as fame for the players 
and even the tournament itself is concerned. Bets 
and the quest to make the perfect bracket, predict-
ing who will beat who and which team will be the 
champions, have sparked in the United States.
 ESPN began the bracket challenge in 1998, and 
since then no one has come close to perfect. In 
fact, in the last three years, no one has escaped the 
first round of 32 games without at least one missed 
team.
 The chances of guessing each of the 63 games 
correctly is one in a whopping

9,223,372,036,854,775,808 according to usato-
day.com, who received this information from Jeff 
Bergen, a mathematician at DePaul University in 
Chicago. That means one has the same chance of 
flipping a coin and getting heads 37 times in a row 
as one would have of perfecting a bracket.
 “I have made a few brackets so far,” junior Patrick 
Schenk said. “I think it makes such an attraction be-
cause it is fun to try to guess all of the games right 
and then watch the games.”
 Even with these chances, however, there have 
still been 30 million brackets sent into ESPN since 
this year’s tournament began. Quicken Loans, 
Warren Buffet and others also hold heir own tourna-
ments, the most attractive prizes being up to one bil-
lion dollars. With money like that at stake, it is easy 
to understand why this is one of the most popular 
events for betting.
 Knowing the simple information will increase 
one’s chances dramatically, though. Simple things 
like knowing a one seed has never lost to a 16th 
seed in the first round game will surely sway one’s 
decision in the right way, while the 5th and 12th 
seeds often battle in entertaining games, which 
have recently become infamous for upsets.
 One of the most popular sites to use to prepare 
for this bracket madness is fivethirtyeight.com. The 
site is filled with statistical data about the chances 
each team has to make it to each round, and then 
the chance of that team being the national cham-
pion based on the difficulty of the teams they are 
playing.
 Kentucky, for example, according to the website, 
had over a 99 percent chance of getting by round 
one with a win, which left Hampton with a decimal 
percentage chance of getting to the second round.
 “I did bet money this year,” junior Kolby Kleckner 
said. “I filled out two brackets for $5 a piece. The 
fivethirtyeight website can be useful if you’re like me 
and don’t watch college basketball until March Mad-
ness comes around.”

National gambling addiction fed by Men’s NCAA Tournament

Bloomsburg University athlete strikes out of baseball career
Alex Disabella and Autumn Minnich
Editors-in-Chief

Facts from usatoday.com, askmen.com
fivethirtyeight.com and washingtonpost.com

Disney is making a movie about Mo’ne Davis? 
WHAT A JOKE. That s*** got rocked by Ne-

vada.” 
 Joey Casselberry, a junior and first baseman for 
the Bloomsburg University Huskies attacked Mo’ne 
Davis, a 13-year-old pitcher for the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion of the Little League World series via Twitter.
 He posted this tweet March 
20. Due to his stupidity on 
social media, Casselberry 
was kicked off the team, but 
Bloomsburg is reconsidering 
the disciplinary decisions. 
 “Although it’s understand-
able that people find the 
player’s tweet to be stupid, it 
would be pretty dangerous if 
colleges had the authority to 
punish people just for saying 
things they regard as stupid. 
Lots of us would never have 
finished college if colleges 
had the ability to discipline ‘stupid’ speech in our 
off-campus personal lives,” Mr. Frank D. LoMonte, 
Executive director for the Student Press Law Cen-
ter, said.
 One hundred and forty characters or less may be 
a seemingly insignificant amount of space; however, 
it can ruin lives. 
 Once someone posts something to Twitter, it 
never goes away. It is forever in the “Twittersphere,” 
and it probably has numerous retweets, favorites 
and screenshots. Someone, somewhere, has it.
 Casselberry clearly was not thinking when he 
thoughtlessly tweeted this vulgar message about 
Davis. Many things could have influenced him to 
tweet something so harsh about a young, black girl 
about seven years younger than him.
 The number one question is: Why? He was living 

the life. He was on his way to something great. He 
did not know her personally. Davis is an aspiring 
athlete like Casselberry. They are one and the same 
– same goals, same dream. The only difference now 
is that Casselberry’s dream is no more.
 Davis, on the other hand, defended Casselberry 
when the tweet made national news. In an interview 
with ESPN’s “SportsCenter” Monday, Davis said, 
“Everyone makes mistakes and everyone deserves 
a second chance.” 

 According to today.com, 
Davis took the time to email 
Bloomsburg’s president, Da-
vid Soltz, Sunday night. Davis 
expressed her views on kick-
ing Casselberry off the team 
and asked them to consider 
reinstating him “so that he can 
continue to chase his dream.”
 Casselberry’s Twitter ac-
count was deactivated, but 
before it left the web, he 
posted an apology tweet to 
Davis saying how much of a 
fan he was and asked for her 
forgiveness. 

 The founding fathers gave Americans freedoms, 
speech being just one of many. Even though one 
has the freedom to say what he wants, should he 
really say it? Especially when it concerns and ver-
bally attacks a substantially younger girl?
  “It would have been great if the coach and 
athletic director had counseled this player about 
improving his online behavior and the player had 
then publicly apologized, and everyone could have 
moved on,” Mr. LoMonte said. “That would be a 
positive, educational approach to using bad judg-
ment on social media, instead of immediately resort-
ing to punishment.”
 Before one speaks, he should think. As the saying 
goes, “If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t 
say anything at all.”

“It would have been great if the 
coach and athletic director had 

counseled this player about 
improving his online behavior...”

 
— Mr. Frank D. LoMonte

Executive director, 
Student Press Law Center

By the Numbers

70 mph: How fast Davis’ fastball can be thrown
7: The age she started playing baseball
1: First girl to pitch a complete shutout in the Little 
League World Series-clinching contest

“Fast” Facts
• Davis aspires to play basketball for UConn and 
eventually the WNBA.

• She attends Chestnut Hill Academy in 
Philadelphia.

• Davis is an honor roll student in the eighth 
grade.

• When Davis approaches the mound, Beyoncé’s 
“Run the World (Girls)” is played.
 
• She plays on the Philadelphia Taney Dragons.

• Disney Chanel is making a movie about her 
called Throw Like Mo.

• Major League Baseball MVP Andrew McCutchen 
tweeted to her after her win over Tennessee. 
Kevin Durant, NBA player, also tweeted to her.

• There was only one other girl to play in the 2014 
Little League World Series. 

• There were only four other American females 
to play in the history of the Little League World 
Series.

• Davis took pregame shots at the 76ers game 
with Stephen Curry.

Facts from people.com, pittsburgh.cbslocal, 
washingtonpost.com and npr.org
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Our pep rallies can only be as good as our 
football team,” junior Anthony Wojciechowsky 

said. “It doesn’t help that the cross-dressing joke 
wore out after about five minutes, either.”
 It is now April and the fall sports season has 
been wrapped up along with the p.m. assembly 
bell schedules for Fridays that have become more 
than routine. However, according to more than 
just a few students who walk the halls, the 2014 
pep rallies were not exactly up to par. 
 The “peppiness” of these Friday afternoon ral-
lies is falling in reputation. Many students were 
not as willing to go to these as they once were. 
Compared to last year or even five years ago, this 
year’s hype and sense of pride seemed like they 
were at an all-time low. The only thing one can 
ask is: who or what was to blame?
  “Nobody really comes to the pep rallies and the 
skits are boring because they have to be school 
appropriate. The same people are in every skit 
because no one volunteers,” Morgan Murphy, 
sophomore cheerleader, said.
 Everyone can agree that the pep rallies were 
basically the same every week - no new songs or 
cheers, just the same old stuff that seemed like it 
was put in the rally to fill time. This is not neces-
sarily a bad thing; however, students would like 
something new to get into. 
 The skits were becoming a notorious part to 
say the least. The skits had the same people in 
them every week because students did not want 
to embarrass themselves and ruin their “oh so 
important reputation,” even though the point of 
the skit is to make a fool out of yourself and have 
the student body laugh with you, not at you. The 
cheerleaders did their jobs to construct the pep 
rallies, but changes are desperately needed.
 “I think the pep rallies are kind of slacking,”     
junior Christian Witman said. “The skits are get-
ting too repetitive; we need some more ideas.”
 These skit problems should not be on the 
cheerleaders’ shoulders. The student body is at 
fault because of the lack of participation. Cheers 
get weaker week by week, until the term “pep 
rally” contradicts the entire mood of the audito-
rium.  
  Everyone is in the wrong for the problems that 
occurred every Friday afternoon. The student 
body did not want to include themselves, but then 
they complained about the lack of new cheers and 
fun that went on at the pep rallies. The cheerlead-
ers seemed like they were not putting enough 
effort into the rallies, but in their defense, they did 
not have much to work with this fall.
 “The pep rallies have slowly dwindled down to 
pretty much just the teams that have to be there,” 
senior football player Bill Laundry said. “This 
is more likely due to the fact that many of our 
teams have had a few rough seasons. It honestly 
disappoints me with how little the players are 
supported, and more so how the students do not 
appreciate the band’s performance.”
  The football team had a tough season, and 
many believe that was one reason why the pep 
rallies were mediocre at best. In their defense, 
they are not the only fall sports team. 
 The pep rallies are mostly focused on the 
football team, but only a few fall teams were able 
to surpass the Blue Mountain birds this year. 
The few who held their own deserve a round of        
applause.
 Everyone can take blame for not holding our 
own against Blue Mountain in the fall, but how are 
we supposed to have high school spirit if we are 
losing by big numbers to our rivals? Football is 
not the only sport to put the blame on; the blame 
partially goes to a combined effort from everyone 
on the teams. No one person or team should be 
singled out.
 Next year, all groups should pull their weight, 
including the teams, the cheerleaders and the 
students. This way, new cheers will excite the 
auditorium and wins will boost our pride. All the 
rallies need is a little bit of effort, nothing more.

Not exactly a “pep”
rally Friday 
Brandon Daubert 
Staff Writer

Chants of “Undefeated” filled the gymnasium 
of Blue Mountain High School February 27. 

The varsity boys’ basketball team advanced to 
district playoffs after winning the Schuylkill League 
championship game against the Tamaqua Blue 
Raiders 33-28 in overtime. 
 The Crimson Tide traveled to Jim Thorpe to face 
the Blue Mountain Eagles for the third time this 
season for the District XI Class AAA boys’ basketball 
quarterfinal. 
 According to Republican Herald, junior Jordan 
Melochick had 19 points, tying his season high. Se-
nior Travis Blankenhorn had 15 points and five re-
bounds while senior Eli Nabholz had 10 points and 
seven rebounds. The Tide won 60-31 and advanced 
to the semifinal game against Tamaqua.
 Held at Minersville Junior-Senior High School, 
the Tide rolled over the Raiders by a final score 
of 50-35. The game was a battle between senior 
Bo Rottet from Tamaqua, and Blankenhorn. Rottet 
added 17 points to the board while Blankenhorn 
added 20. 
 Advancing to the final against Allentown Central 
Catholic (16-10), the Tide managed to score a win 
and avenge last years’ 64-34 loss to ACC. Earn-

ing his game-high of 19 points, Nabholz was a key 
player in driving the team to the District XI title with 
a final score of 57-47.
 Pottsville lost its 28 game-winning streak to the 
Susquehanna Township Indians March 10 at Read-
ing’s Geigle Complex.
 “It’s all about the next game now. All records are 
out,” Mr. Vince Rogers, Susquehanna head coach, 
said. “It’s just a matter of how you’re going to per-
form for the next game.”
 Susquehanna lost to Imhotep Charter March 13 
by a final score of 49-58.

Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief

The last time the wrestling team saw District Du-
als was in 1997. But this season was a golden 

one for Tide wrestlers and Mr. Gary Keener, head 
coach. One season goal happened to be making it 
to District Duals. 
 “It felt great to accomplish one of our season 
goals,” Mr. Keener said. “The team left it all on the 
mat.”
 To make District Duals, the team has have to 
qualify by winning most of its season duals and 
ranking in the top 12 in the district. The wrestlers did 
just that with a 9-4 record, which was good enough 
to qualify and break the absence of 18 years. 
 “[Winning District Duals] was a great experience, 
especially knowing that we were the first to win a 
match and District Duals,” freshman Cole Painter 
said. “It was also a great experience to be a part of 
as a freshman wrestler.
 The wrestlers did not just make it to District Duals; 
they also won a match, a history-making victory 
against Pleasant Valley. No wrestling team in PAHS 
has ever won a match at District Duals.
 “Winning a match at District Duals felt amazing 
because we were the first [wrestlers] in Pottsville 
history to accomplish it,” sophomore Richie Bentz 
said. “I got the whole team hyped up before the 
match, and it was overall a great feeling.”
 The wrestlers who won in individual matches were 
seniors Tyler Deiter, Brian Farrell and Brandon Kes-
sock; juniors Nathan Cromyak and Kolby Kleckner; 
and freshman Cole Painter.
 “We were the first Pottsville wrestling team to win 
a match at District Duals, so the experience was 
awesome, and I wrestled up to my expectation,” 
Kessock said. “I pinned both of my kids in duals, so 
I feel confident in what I did. The team as a whole 
worked really hard and made history.”

According to btsphilly.org, “Beat the Streets 
programs keep students engaged in school, de-

veloping core character traits such as persistence, 
courage, self-esteem, confidence, tenacity, work 
ethic, resilience, team orientation and old fashioned 
guts.” 
 Beat the Streets (BTS) Philadelphia has 12 total 
“volunteer” teams, including two girls-only teams, 
and 11 youth clubs. Philadelphia is only one of the 
many cities that have a “Beat the Streets” program. 
 BTS Philadelphia is an organization committed to 
establishing youth wrestling in the metropolitan area 
of Philadelphia. November 19, the wrestling team 
hosted a charity event for BTS Philadelphia. The 
event consisted of 12 matches that put the school 
districts wrestlers, kindergarten through twelfth 
grade, against one another. BTS also wrestled two 
matches out of the 12. One of the matches was a 
girl versus girl match. 
 “I think we should do [the charity match] every 
year.  I think this mostly because it was for a good 
cause,” freshman Michael Saint Juste said. “It was 
also fun watching my teammates go against each 
other in a live match and seeing some of the Beat 
the Streets wrestlers. I would enjoy doing it when-
ever we get the possible chance.”
 Out of the 10 wrestlers from the school district, six 
students wrestling were from PAHS including fresh-
men Blake Porter, Cole Painter and Brian Martin; 
juniors Nathan Cromyak and Luke Gardner; and 
senior Tyler Deiter. The other wrestlers were young-
er students from the middle school and elementary 
school. Coach Mr. Jason Thomas’ team was victori-
ous over Coach Mr. Gary Keener’s team. 
 “[Wrestling against a teammate] was okay. I liked 
how I knew what to expect when wrestling Tyler 
Deiter because of practicing with him.” Porter said.

Tayah Moore
Staff Writer

Wrestlers break absence of 18-years Wrestlers help to “Beat the Streets”

Varsity wrestling makes school history

Boys’ basketball drives the lane to states

Photo by Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief

JUMP — During a 
game against Allen-
town Central Catho-
lic, Senior Travis 
Blankenhorn goes 
for a lay-up. The final 
score of the game 
was   57-47. “It was 
fun to get back in the 
district champion-
ship,” Blankenhorn 
said.  “We knew we 
lost last year and we 
wanted to get back 
in.”

Photos by Lily Keitsock
Hi-S-Potts Editor-in-Chief

PIN — Junior Nathan Cromyak pins down an-
other wrestler at a varsity wrestling match.

SHOUT — Mr. Gary Keener, head coach, shouts 
to his wrestlers during a match. 
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Holiday season 
celebrated differ-
ently for some
Brittany Blackman
Editor-In-Chief
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School defined with the “clique” of a button

As soon as December rolls around, Mariah 
Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas is You” 

echoes throughout the world. Okay not really, but 
that is definitely when she temporarily crawls out 
of obscurity for a month. Anyway, the point is, it is 
Christmas time for most. Stockings are hung, trees 
are decorated and Elf (2003) is on repeat. 
 However, for some, the holiday season is a little 
bit different. 
 Having a Jewish dad and a Catholic mom is not 
terribly uncommon; however, it is pretty unconven-
tional, and it is a fate that I have been dealt. This 
means that I have a lot of choices to make, some 
more difficult than others. For example, do I go to 
a synagogue or a church? Truthfully, the answer 
is really neither, although my family is in fact that 
family who slithers into church for Christmas Mass 
every year.   
 Honestly, I cannot think of one negative thing 
about celebrating both cultures.
 It does tend to get hectic when Hanukkah oc-
casionally falls on Christmas. That happened 
two years ago, and I remember I really wanted 
a laptop. So, Christmas morning, I ended up not 
getting a laptop. But that night, when Hanukkah 
is traditionally celebrated, I received the laptop. It 
was clever on my parents’ part, but I was definitely 
less than amused that I was under the impression 
for all of Christmas that I did not get the one thing 
I wanted. 
 It truly is funny when we decorate. We have 
our tree and our stockings and our obnoxious 
lights, which, I think in my mom’s mind, are in an 
unspoken competition with Christmas Village. 
Anyway, in the corner we have our lone (electric) 
menorah and dreidels scattered about. The reason 
I highlight the fact that our menorah is electric is 
because it bothers me to no end that it is electric. 
My family is already extremely not traditional; the 
least we could do is light a few candles instead of 
turning a knob. My extremely Jewish grandparents 
would probably cringe if they knew. 
 Another slightly comical aspect of the holiday 
season is the movies we watch. We do not dis-
criminate in our household. You better believe that 
we watch A Christmas Story (1983) for all 24 hours 
Christmas Eve into Christmas Day. But we also es-
pecially enjoy Eight Crazy Nights (2002) because 
it is scarily accurate about how the holidays are for 
Jewish families. 
 My brother and I never really feel left out during 
the holiday season. We are extremely fortunate to 
experience - in the words of the songbird of     
our generation, Hannah Montana - the best of both 
worlds. From eating amazing latkes, to celebrating 
Hanukkah, to stuffing ourselves with Christmas 
cookies, there is absolutely no room to complain.

Children are able to watch adult television

When I was in fourth grade on the bus, I over-
heard some younger students talking about 

the newest episode of South Park. I had no idea 
what they were talking about specifically, but the 
one thing that caught my ear was a certain word. 
 This was a word that ever since I was 
young, I was told was bad and that I 
should not say it. I had no idea why 
they said it, especially considering 
that they were roughly seven or 
eight, but it stuck with me. 
 It is only recently that I realized 
that it might not have been as 
big of a problem as I had once 
thought.
 When a child sees an inappro-
priate TV show and then repeats 
a bad word, normally one should 
try to keep the child away from 
other sources of negative interac-
tion. However, should people really 
get angry with the companies respon-
sible? 
 A 10-year-old quoting Family Guy or Pulp Fiction 
may sound vulgar, but it does not cause much harm 
other than the obscenities said. The bad words 
themselves should not affect anyone tremendously 
enough to want to shut down an entire business 
and put people out of jobs because little Billy said a 
bad word he heard on television last night.
 While in a formal setting cursing is considered 
disrespectful, it does not hurt much. Responsible 
parents should not try to censor and keep their chil-
dren from the world, but instead teach them about 
what is appropriate and inappropriate. 
 The only problems with obscenities are the ones 
we put against ourselves. We were told they are 
bad at a young age by people who were told the 
same. In reality, bad words are just a certain order 
of syllables that offends people when spoken. Noth-
ing bad will happen other than the chance that it will 
offend someone who was taught to be offended by 
it.

  If a child grows up not allowed to watch a rela-
tively innocent show, he might spread the false idea 
that bad things are always bad and that the world 
should not be the way it is. While modern society 
is not necessarily the greatest, hiding it away from 
children is not the answer. 
 There are violent shows out there such as The 
Walking Dead and Breaking Bad, but these shows 
have warnings that they are for mature audiences. 
If a child wants to watch them, that is fine, but he 

should know some violent things will happen, 
and that it is part of the world. Violence 

does exist, and hiding it from children 
will make it harder for them to accept 
these truths. 
 Ultimately, it is up to the parents 
as to whether or not their children 
watch less appropriate broadcast-
ing. It should be okay for small 
children to watch the more violent 
shows as long as the parent or 
guardian knows and explains 
what is happening. The problem 
is, a lot of parents do not want to 

deal with explaining what is hap-
pen- ing in the program, and find that 

censorship is a better option. 
TV is an important medium in the culture world. If 
we keep our future from experiencing the present, 
how are we supposed to progress? Children should 
be able to handle whatever appears on the screen 
as long as they have someone to guide them 
through it. 
 It is not a matter of age. With the proper amount 
of education and responsibility, children are more 
than capable of watching any show out there. 
Granted, showing an infant Dexter would not make 
sense, and neither would showing many other 
mature shows to young children. It would still be 
fine as long as the parents or guardians understand 
what is happening so they can explain it to children 
in a meaningful way.
 If a child sees a bit of blood, it should not affect 
him the way that people seem to perceive it will. 
If they hear a bad word, usually no harm comes. 
Children are more mature than we consider. They 
can usually handle the bad things that television 
has to offer. 

Jackson Gunelson
Staff Editor 

Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief

In the land of high school, where everyone’s world is ending and friends are constantly stabbing each 
other in the back, one can stumble upon five major 
groups of students: jocks, preps, nerds, stoners and 
wallflowers. These groups are the cliques that are 
evident in almost every school across the country, 
but the times are changing and so are the cliques.
 Begin with the jocks. They play an abundance of 
sports, and it’s all they seem to talk about. They are 
generally a group of buff guys who don’t know the 
difference between a Bunsen burner and a blow-
torch. 
 However accurate this description may be in High 
School Musical, it doesn’t hold true by today’s stan-
dards. Jocks are not all that the movies make them 
out to be. 
 It seems that almost every athlete has decent 
grades and participates in numerous extracurricular 
activities. They show diversity, proving that maybe 
cliques are a dying breed.
 But wait, there are the “preps,” as they are so 
gingerly referred to. These are the so-called “snobs” 
who think they are better than everyone else be-
cause their mommies and daddies buy them every-
thing they want in life, turning them into greedy little 
monsters.
 Again, “snobs” may still exist, but they are pretty 
round characters every now and again. They also 
amp up their resumé with clubs and other such 
activities. They may sometimes be degrading to 
someone they believe to be beneath them, but they 
at least try to wear their hearts on their sleeves 
every once in a while.
 The nerds. They exist everywhere, and the gen-
eral image is glasses and a pocket protector and 

maybe even an instrument. They ace everything and 
prove their know-it-all status with SAT vocabulary 
that consummates their role in high school society.
 Not all nerds wear glasses and have pocket 
protectors and play instruments. The preconceived 
image of a nerd is very stereotypical and not neces-
sarily true today.
 In every high school, there is an infamous group 
of “stoners.” They are usually impaired by some-
thing that may or may not be a designer drug. They 
choose not to care about school or put in the effort 
because they believe they are going nowhere.
 This may be the biggest shocker of all because 
some labeled as a “stoner” are actually fooling ev-
eryone reading this article right now. 
 Some have the highest IQs in the school, but they 
are afraid their “friends” may not accept them if they 
knew. They hide behind a cloud of smoke, never 
revealing that they could have been valedictorian or 
accepted to an Ivy League school or recruited by the 
FBI for their insane hacking skills. 
  And now the wallflowers. They are merely that: 
the group that hugs the wall, staying indifferent to 
everything happening around them. They try to 
show as little personality as possible because if 
they did, they would have to identify with a group of 
peers. they just float along with their peers com-
pletely unnoticed.
  Now, a wallflower pushes off the wall and be-
comes social, but not enough to associate with 
a clique. They make themselves known but not 
overbearing, proving that they have at least some 
personality. 
 Cliques still exist, but they are watered down to 
the point that they are just barely recognizable, 
thankfully. People have become more accepting of 
others and more mature on the long journey through 
life.
   School was just undefined with the “clique” of a 
button, and it is forever changing.

 Graphic by Abbey Kostyal
 Staff Editor
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Should living on be a choice?
Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief

Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief

Death is not a choice. It is not an act that an 
individual gets to decide for himself. Assisted 

suicide means nothing other than committing sui-
cide with the help of a physician.
  Death is something that will find everyone even-
tually, and terminally ill patients just want to speed 
up the process, but it is a belief of many that each 
individual has a mission on this earth. The mission 
is not over until nature takes its course. 
 Just the term “assisted suicide” sounds 
morbid and not something that one 
would want to commit, because it is a 

commitment; it’s permanent. 
 It takes at least six people to 
commit assisted suicide, or in other 

words, an early and planned death. 
According to www.slate.com, a website 
owned by The Washington Post, the pro-
cess starts with contacting a doctor and 

giving an oral request to take part in assisted 
suicide. Next, one has to give another oral re-

quest 15 days later. After that, a written request 
must be made and signed by the doctor and two 

witnesses before he can give a patient the legal 
drugs. Then, another doctor must review the first 
doctor’s diagnosis and sign off on that. Six people.
 The drugs can be prescribed a minimum of two 
days later, but under no circumstances can the doc-
tor administer them. The drugs have to be taken at 
home, and the patient must take the drugs himself 
with at least one health care worker present. The 
patient is committing suicide in his own home with 
the help of two doctors, two witnesses and one 
health care worker.
 The most recent account of assisted suicide is 
that of Brittany Maynard, a 29-year-old woman 
battling brain cancer. She uprooted her family and 
moved to Oregon, one of only five states that has 
legalized “Death with Dignity,” to die peacefully in 
her bedroom with her family surrounding her. 
 It was her choice to end her pain because she 
was given only six months to live. It is understand-
able that under the circumstances, she had the op-
portunity to end the disease that was slowly killing 
her. But what if she could have gotten better? 
 Medical miracles happen every day, and she 
could have been one of them. Though the odds 
were not in her favor, she could have taken this 
chance. There is a relief in stopping everything for-
ever, in ending one’s life, but there is also the hope 
that things will get better.
 Hope is stronger than settling for death when 
fighting is an option. Even though most of the popu-
lation is not suffering from a terminal illness, they 
still may have been witness to someone who has. 
That someone may not have been able to end the 
suffering; instead they had to fight, and some have 
beaten their disease.
 Assisted suicide is a way out that may be ben-
eficial for most, but if there is the slightest sliver of 
hope left, one should fight for the life that was given 
to him because it is a precious thing that even a 
prescribed drug should not be allowed to take away.

Imagine being sick with a deadly disease. Your 
doctor tells you that there is no way you will sur-

vive and the rest of your time on earth will actually 
feel like you are living in hell. Would you consider 
assisted suicide? 
 That is exactly what Brittany Maynard decided 
to do. Maynard was terminally ill with brain cancer. 
She was a California native but decided to move to 
Oregon to be able to have the right to take part in 
assisted suicide. When the cancer finally consumed 
her life by giving her daily seizures, she decided 
to take a lethal amount of the life-ending drug her 
doctor prescribed and passed away in her home 
surrounded by friends and family November 1. 
 Assisted suicide should be allowed all over 
America. If the patient is going to die, why can’t 
he “die with dignity?” When a patient gets the 
opportunity to take his life, he can pass before all of 
the suffering really starts to kick in. If people can 
take their own lives when they are not ill, why can 
someone not take it when there is no chance 
that he will live a long life?
 According to huffingtonpost.com, a 
57-year-old resident of Philadelphia, 
Barbara Mancini, gave her father a whole 
bottle of morphine. Shortly after she 
gave the 93-year-old Joseph Yourshaw 
the lethal dose in February 2013, a 
hospice nurse came in; she called 911.
Yourshaw was rushed to the hospital and died 
only four days later. 
 Mancini was arrested for her act. According 
to abcnews.com, “Mancini was charged under 
a Pennsylvania state law that makes it illegal to 
assist in suicide.” Due to lack of evidence, the case 
was closed and she got off.
 Although I agree with assisted suicide, I do not 
agree in this case. The daughter had no right to aid 
her father in suicide. 
 If Yourshaw did want to “die with dignity,” he 
could have moved to a state that allows it. 
 If his daughter really wanted to be there when 
he took his life, she could have been a witness. 
One needs a witness and a hospice nurse there to 
witness that the patient took the drugs himself and 
to make sure he is deceased and not suffering from 
the drug. 
 Some people might say that any kind of suicide 
is wrong and that it does not matter if one is sick or 
not – it is still suicide. 
 I beg to differ. 
 My father had acute myeloid leukemia and 
suffered for the last month of his life. It was hard to 
watch him lie there and barely cling to life. Looking 
back on it, I wish he had the chance to do this. I 
have no idea if he would have done it, but having 
the opportunity might have made him feel a little 
better. 
 Assisted suicide should be legal in all 50 states 
so one has the opportunity to end his terminally ill 
life with dignity. 

*Graphic by Abbey Kostyal, Staff Editor

While crunching through the crusted snow 
lingering on the ground from the snowstorm 

Christmas Eve, one looks up and is not surprised 
to see a jolly blow-up Santa on the lawn of a 
house and twinkling lights brightening the street.
 When the huge blow-up Santa is still smiling 
at the world nearly a month later, a person may 
start to wonder what on earth is going on in 
the house. The mind may start to wander to 
questions or statements such as, “Maybe they 
are just too busy to take them down,” or, “I 
wonder if the decorations will still be up next 
month.” 
 It is extremely aggravating when one snaps 
a picture of a lovely sunset and wants to put it 
on Instagram, but later finds that the home in 
the corner of the photograph has a neon “Merry 
Christmas” sign hanging on the door.
 The question that has to be answered is this: 
How long after a holiday is it okay for decorations 
to be hanging?
 One starts to actively think about other houses 
he may have seen like this one. He can only 
remember the house with the white siding that he 
sees every day from his bus and the ranch-style 
house next to his aunt’s. How many places like 
this could there really be?
 One thinks that surely these people are not 
willing to leave their obnoxious Christmas 
decorations up past mid-January, but by the time 
the calendars are changed to February, it has 
become glaringly obvious that for some unknown 
reason, these people just refuse to take down 
their decorations.
 It has been a month at this point; even the 
busiest of beavers would have had the time to 
take them down. The rest of the world is over 
Christmas and on to expecting Valentine’s Day, 
but these people still insist on singing Jingle Bell 
Rock. 
 Most say that a few weeks is an appropriate 
limit. Some overachievers may say that all 
decorations should be down within the next few 
days after the holiday. Some people even take 
decorations down immediately the next day.
 Although some worry about putting 
decorations out too early, the activity on their 
agendas should really be putting them all away. 
Some tend to use up all of their “festivity” on 
decorating and cannot find the energy to box up 
all of the garland and lights.
 One needs to be honest with himself; if his 
house is still decorated for Christmas and the 
other houses have glossy red hearts and cupids 
in their windows, he needs to reconsider his life 
choices and take the decorations down.

Christmas decora-
tions overstay their 
welcome

Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor

Yes: No:

Fan fiction is everywhere these days. One can’t 
even scroll through his Tumblr without seeing 

one. Some of them can actually be pretty 
nasty. For this reason, should fan fiction 
not be allowed on the Internet, or is it 
harmless and fun?
  Fanfiction is a way for people to express 
themselves. For example, the Hunger 
Games trilogy. There are three books and 
that’s all there will ever be. It is doubt-
ful that Suzanne Collins will write another. There is 
nothing wrong with a fan writing a continuation of 
the series. In that sense, fan fiction is harmless.
 Senior Bre Kunkelman is just one of many suc-
cessful writers of fan fiction. 
 “The name of my story was Dear Dean,” Kunkel-

man said. “It is a gay fan fiction, and I always warn 
others about that. Right now it has 1,860 reads, and 
it amazes me. It feels great knowing people love it.” 
  Fanfiction serves as a creative outlet for writers 
who want to discuss risky topics.
  “[Fan fiction] has definitely opened me up to 

discovering what I could do with my writing 
talent,” Kunkelman said. 
  Some fan fiction authors even move on 
to greater things, such as publishing their 

works.
 Meg Cabot, author of The Princess 
Diaries, admitted to fans that she once 
wrote Star Wars fan fiction. Cassandra 
Claire, writer of the wildly popular Mortal 

Instruments series, once wrote Lord of the Ring fan 
fiction, and famous author Neil Gaiman wrote Sher-
lock Holmes fan fiction at one time. 
  Even author E L James started her writing career 
with a Twilight fan fiction called “Master of the 
Universe,” which would eventually become Fifty 

Fanfiction creates controversy over unconventional risqué subjects
Shades of Grey. It’s very possible that writing fan 
fiction can lead to a professional writing career.
  Overall, fan fiction is a wonderful thing; just be 
sure to keep it PG. If someone enjoys writing fan 
fiction, just let him or her write fan fiction. It is com-
pletely the writer’s choice whether or not he or she 
wants to write them. After all, that person might be 
the author of the next bestselling novel. 

Abbey Kostyal
Staff Editor
Graphic by Abbey Kostyal
Staff Editor

When does it stop being okay for 
Christmas decorations to be hanging?
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Black history studied seldomly
whole world. They all did something that benefited 
everyone, that made society an overall better place.
 Without MLK Jr., we could possibly still be living 
in the 1960s. I would not be sitting in the desks 
in PAHS or eating at my favorite food places with 
friends because of my skin color. 
 Others are completely in favor of having a month 
that categorizes them. They think that it is meant to 
show appreciation and respect for the things black 
people have accomplished throughout the years. 
After all, you barely hear anything negative about 
black people during the month of February.
 “I think it is fair that Black 
History Month is designated to 
only black people because it 
makes it seem like some people 
in society appreciate the things 
they did to a great extent,” junior 
Aleah Wilson said. “If you think 
about it, one would not mind 
having a month for himself, and I 
would not mind myself.”
 Some black people love 
having a month about their 
history, but some wish it did not 
exist. Black History Month will 
most likely always be celebrated 
until someone actually tries to 
stop it. For now, most historical 
black figures will only be praised  
for their contributions to history 
during the month of February 
instead of all the time like they 
should be. 

Some black people are for Black History month, 
while the rest are completely against it. 

 Black History Month was started as Negro History 
Week in 1926 by an African American scholar by the 
name of Carter G. Woodson.
 Since 1976, every U.S. president has designated 
the month of February as Black History Month. 
Other countries around the world also devote a 
month to celebrating black history. 
 Woodson, “the father of black history,” wanted 
schools to shift from studying black history from 
only one week a year to studying black history all 
throughout the year. His overall goal was that the 
annual celebration would no longer be necessary.
 As a black person, I have a split opinion on Black 
History Month. I think black history is also Ameri-
can history, so why are black people categorized? 
Many black people have done great things for the 
world and deserve to be recognized just as much as 
anyone else.
 As actor Morgan Freeman said in a 60 Minutes 
interview, “Do you white people have a history 
month? No. So I do not want one either.” 
 I agree with Freeman. People should not be 
grouped by their skin color or race because in the 
end, all people who make history are in the same 
history book. But then again, if Black History Month 
were nonexistent, would society still hear about the 
good things black people do?
 Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela, Rosa 
Parks and Maya Angelou: these are just four of the 
black people who changed things that affected the 

Controversial Amazon drones soon taking off everywhere
Abbey Kostyal
Staff Editor

that is commonly used in battlefields costs about 
$12.5 million to produce. The price it would take 
to use it per hour would be about $2,500-$3,500. 
I doubt Amazon would be able to afford 
the upkeep of potentially hundreds of 
these drones roaming the world. 
 Also, how would they survive in bad 
weather? Of course the drones would 
have to have sensors or cameras 
to see where they were flying, so it 
seems snow, sleet or even fog could 
cloud the bot’s camera. Strong 
gusts of wind may even be able 
to knock the costly robot out of 
the sky. 
 There is also the likely pos-
sibility of people shooting at the 
drones to try to get their hands 
on other people’s Amazon orders. With all of 
these obvious flaws to the drones’ design, it seems 
like they would be too expensive for Amazon to 

Amazon, the famous billion-dollar company, is at 
it again. The controversial Amazon Prime Air, 

Amazon’s new 30-minute or less shipping method, 
basically allows tiny droid-like robots to fly packages 
directly to houses, all without the customer leaving 
his couch. It will be a reality sometime in the near 
future; testing begins sometime this year, and they 
may be released as soon as 2017. 
 Some people have come to question Amazon’s 
drones’ existence, as the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration’s regulations on drones make them highly 
illegal. In addition to the legal aspect, how would 
these drones safely make it to their destination?
 The first fault with Amazon’s new shipping is the 
price and safety. They would be highly expensive to 
construct. According to forbes.com, a MQ-9 drone 

maintain. .
 Other issues would be the weight of what people 
wish to ship and where they live. Amazon has 

revealed that drones would only be able to ship 
items that weigh less than five pounds. If 
someone wanted to ship a larger object, 
Amazon Prime Air is not the way to go. 
 Other than that, someone wanting to ship 
their order using this service would have to 
live in a 10-mile radius of Amazon’s ship-
ping facilities. The customer would have to 

be subscribed to the Amazon Prime Air 
service to even ship this way. This inven-
tion would be very useful for customers 

who live in big cities and want to ship 
small objects, but it wouldn’t do much 

good for the rest of the world.
 Although Amazon Prime Air could 

be very convenient to some, it seems like 
Amazon needs to put a little more thought into the 
design before they officially launch. 

Winter proves to bring out the worst in people in many ways

the world entirely. 
 For example, during the summer, many people 
would say hello or at least give a wave. In contrast, 
a lot of the same people disregard everything going 
on at the moment to carry on with their own day 
throughout the winter.

Winter can have very strange effects on people. 
One of the most prominent is how one’s emo-

tions can drastically change when compared to how 
he acts in other parts of the year. Someone who is 
jolly and outgoing in the summer can be bitter and 
downright cynical in the winter.
 A cause for this may be simply how cold it gets, 
but it might be much more. Losing a relatively small 
amount of heat for a few months probably should 
not do much, but one would be surprised at what it 
actually does.
 In the winter months, nothing can really get done. 
It is a hassle to simply go to the other side of town, 
let alone to work every day. The seemingly random 
patterns of snow and ice that affect the roads are an 
obstacle for everyone.
 Students tend to enjoy the first few snowfalls, but 
come January, everyone is sick of it. It gets far too 
cold to do anything for extended periods of time, 
and the large amount of snow days directly changes 
how long spring break and summer vacation are, 
sometimes even removing the former. 
 It is not just the snowfall and the temperature that 
change people, however. The lack of socialization 
due to the weather can change people’s outlook on 

 “It has been difficult to keep a regular routine 
[during the winter], and I am looking forward to the 
warmer weeks of school,” Mr. Matthew Saporito, sci-
ence teacher, said.
 Winter can even cause some negative thoughts 
in some individuals. Seeing how cold it gets in 
comparison and how all the color is gone can make 
anyone feel down in the dumps. 
 The important thing to remember when it comes 
to this seasonal mood swing is that spring is around 
the corner. Winter does not last forever, and the 
pleasant weather will return soon. 
 “I think [winter] is annoying, but it will eventually 
go away, so it is not that big of a deal,” freshman 
Colleen Reed said.
 Winter is an important season, even though it 
may not seem like it is at times. Many parts of mod-
ern civilization rely on the winter, such as the com-
mercial aspect of the entire holiday season. Without 
winter, summer would be eternal, vastly overstaying 
its welcome.
 Staying warm and healthy helps out with some 
of the wintertime sadness, but for the most part, 
people will be different during winter no matter what. 
It is important to realize that there is a chance that 
anyone will act strangely during the winter for many 
different reasons. If this applies to anyone close, just 
stay supportive and they will get through it.

Jackson Gunelson
Staff Editor 
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Staff Editor

PONDER — Freshman Thomas Honicker 
stares out the window at piles of snow out-
side. “While the winter season was really fun 
to begin with, it quickly got frigid, messy and 
depressing,” Honicker says. “The snow was 
nice and all, but I think it’s about time that 
we stop shoveling at get ready for spring.” 
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 Staff Editor
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Black history “famous firsts”
1947 - MLB baseball player: Jackie Robinson 
1953 - NFL quarterback: Willie Thrower
1958 - Grammy award winner: Ella Fitzgerald
1984 - Miss America: Vanessa Williams
1986 - Woman talk show host- Oprah Winfrey
2001 - Billionaire: Robert Johnson
2008 - President Barack Obama

Some information from infoplease.com
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New application, Yik Yak, stirs up problems

Irish imposters exude “luck o’ the Irish”

When asked about what St. Patrick’s Day is, 
most would respond by describing a jolly Irish 

leprechaun and individuals who drink a little too 
much at the local pub. Why these are the things 
that first come to mind when someone says St. 
Patrick’s Day is mostly unknown, but it does reveal 
a major problem in the world’s viewpoint of Ireland.
 When an entire country is seen as a bunch of 
jolly, drunk leprechauns, there is certainly an issue. 
Especially when that stereotype stems from people 
who aren’t even Irish themselves.
 A term that can be used for this would be “cul-
tural appropriation.” Cultural appropriation is the 
adoption of elements of one culture by members of 
a different cultural group. While it is important for 
everyone to experience other cultures, it can and 
usually will, go too far. 
 A good example of cultural appropriation would 
be blackface – a popular entertainment trend that 
lasted from the 1850s to the 1960s when Cauca-
sian performers would paint themselves up and act 
like African Americans. While it may have seemed 
fun at the time, nowadays any decent person would 
see it as racist.
 The problem is the same when it comes to St. 
Patrick’s Day. People who have no idea about Irish 
heritage dress up in all green for a day, buy fake 
beards, speak with horrible accents and go out to 
get drunk with their buddies, all for the sake of the 

holiday.
 How would a Chinese person like everyone 
putting on a bad accent when Chinese New Years 
comes around? They probably wouldn’t like it, and 
everyone else would easily see it as offensive. The 
same goes for Jew jokes on Hanukkah, and any 
other cultural holiday out there.
 There are certain expectations of cultural holi-
days, mostly being polite to the culture that the 
holiday originated from instead of mocking them.
 If anyone wants to celebrate a holiday and 
learn more about a culture, that is completely fine, 
healthy even. When one wants to change it to fit his 
own ways of life and disregard the original intent of 
the holiday, there is a problem.
 To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, alcohol and over-
the-top behaviors are not necessary. The holiday is 
mostly about the history and legends of Ireland. If 
someone wants to be discriminatory and disguises 
it as celebrating a holiday, he is just as bad as the 
performers doing blackface.
 St. Patrick’s Day is about the history of Ireland 
and the story of St. Patrick. St. Patrick introduced 
Catholicism to Ireland in the 5th century according 
to historical texts. The holiday should be celebrated 
by those of Irish descent or those of the Catholic 
faith primarily. To have someone who confuses St. 
Patrick with Patrick from Spongebob celebrate the 
holiday is thoughtless to those who actually care.
To anyone who genuinely enjoys celebrating St. 
Patty’s Day, feel free to do so. But for people who 
do not care about Irish culture at all until it comes 
up, celebrate in moderation and do not go over-
board.

Jackson Gunelson
Staff Editor 

Tayah Moore
Staff Editor

The official Yik Yak website states, “Share 
your thoughts and keep your privacy. 

Get a live feed of what everyone’s say-
ing around you.” Yes, everything one 
posts to Yik Yak is anonymous. 
 With this application being anony-
mous, one does not necessarily know 
who is posting what. The only thing a 
user knows is that the “yaks” are coming 
from within a 10-mile radius of where the 
app is being used.
 Of course, high schoolers will use the 
fact that the things they post are anonymous as 
an advantage. Many people are very “shady” 
and would talk behind someone’s back instead 
of to the person’s face. If one were to scroll 

through Yik Yak at this very moment while in Potts-
ville, he would see nothing but people bad-mouthing 
each other. What a great app, right?
 When one is scrolling through Yik Yak and notices 
that someone has “yakked” about him, it could upset 
him at the least. Getting bad-mouthed could upset 

anyone. Bad mouthing is not the only 
thing one may see on Yik Yak.
 According to an article on cnn.com, 
“School administrators in Chicago said 
teens in some of their schools have used 
the free app for cyberbullying. Others 
have made anonymous bomb threats 
that have led to school lockdowns.”
 There have been several more threats 
posted through Yak and even more 
cyberbullying incidents. It is surprising 

that this application has not been booted off the app 
store yet. I give it about four months. Social net-
works are never made to skyrocket negativity, but 
with this society it never fails.

 Graphic by Abbey Kostyal      
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Love it or hate it: 
Shamrock Shakes

Even though #mancandymonday and 
#womancrushwednesday posts have 

filled up Instagram feeds all year, one 
is still never prepared for the flood of 
couple posts as Valentine’s Day ap-
proaches. 
 With Valentine’s Day in the past, 
social media users have finally 
stopped posting these photos and 
have bottled up their Valentine’s 
Day excitement.
 The concept of Valentine’s Day doesn’t make 
sense. Why do people need a special day to tell 
their significant other how they feel about them? 
 On Valentine’s Day, it is no surprise to see a 
post with two smiling people in it and a cutesy 
caption about how much they adore each other, 
and although it is wonderful that those people 
have found someone they love, the single 
people of the internet are plagued with 
these photos.
 Even if one is perfectly fine with being a 

Valentine’s Day evolves into an overrated holiday
Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor 

At the beginning of the last week of February, 
McDonald’s reintroduced a drink that has very 

mixed reviews. The Shamrock Shake is a minty 
green drink that McDonald’s puts out in time for St. 
Patrick’s Day. However, the consensus is that it is 
either loved or hated.

out of 17 
people

9 people 
pre-
fer the 
shakes

8 people 
could do 
without 
them

YAY — “I love Shamrock Shakes. I look forward to 
that time every year, and I’m the first one in line 
when they come out.” Senior Jacob Spece
NAY — “I have to be in the mood for them, and 
when I drink them, I can only drink so much. I’m not 
a huge fan.” Senior Kyra Varano

single pringle, he is not allowed to feel that way on 
Valentine’s Day. The only socially acceptable way 
to state that one is single is to say “forever alone,” 
which has a negative connotation and leaves other 

single people feeling like they are 
missing out.

 Society is obsessed with 
the idea of always be-

ing with some-
one, and 
social media 
just enhances 
that need.
 On Val-

entine’s Day, 
Snapchat had a 

limited edition filter 
that added “Me & Bae” 

to the bottom of one’s 
photo, which left 
those without a bae 
(a slang word on 
the internet used 
in place of babe) 
using this filter 

on photos of food 
or pets. Even though one posts it in a joking 

way, this is yet another reminder of one’s lack of a 
significant other. While this is cute to those spending 
Valentine’s Day with their significant others, every-
one else is left feeling like they are missing out on 
something.
 Even though it is a sweet gesture for couples to 
send each other photos with captions as long as an 
essay on this date, why does this gesture have to 
be limited only to Valentine’s Day? If one feels that 
strongly about someone, why wait for February 14 
to roll around?
 Even if one is in a relationship on Valentine’s Day, 
the stress of making it “perfect” is present. Is this the 
perfect gift? What if he doesn’t like it? Just like the 
singles on Valentine’s Day are left feeling bad, the 
people in relationships can also feel bad on Valen-
tine’s Day.
 A holiday that was supposed to make everyone 
feel butterflies has turned into the holiday that 
makes everyone feel stress knots instead. 
 The whole point of Valentine’s Day is to make 
one’s significant other feel special, but the holiday 
has changed in people’s minds and become more 
about how outsiders view the relationship rather 
than the feelings of the people actually in that 
relationship. They no longer see it the way it was 
supposed to be viewed.

Graphic by Samantha Disabella
Staff Editor
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“That feel when … you don’t get to 
graduate until June 5.” 

- Senior Michael Logothetides
“That feel when … you beat Blue 
Mountain in something.” 

  - Sophomore Jake Turnitza
“That feel when … there is a brownie 
sale in homeroom.” 

- Junior Devon Sinkovich
“That feel when … you realize your 
freshman year has almost come to an 
end.”               

- Freshman Max Kelly

That feel when...
 There are just some feelings that everyone 
can relate to. They are summed up with the 
expression “that feel.”

Paige Fellows
Style & Entertainment 
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tide lines

HONOR — Snowflake Princess 
Lucy Murray, junior at PAHS, 
and Snowdrop Princess 
Madison Eroh, third grader at 
JSC Elementary, smile as they 
are congratulated by friends 
and family. The last time PAHS 
had a student win Snowflake 
Princess was in 2003 when 
Shelby Grabowski won as a 
junior. “I am overjoyed that 
I won Snowflake Princess. 
This is something I’ve wanted 
for a long time,” Murray said.

Photo by Corey Schuster
Photography Co-Coordinator

REVIEW — Sophomore 
Jessica Angelichio studies 
for a test in her British 
Literature class. She was 
preparing for her Medieval 
literature test. “Everybody 
told me not to take it because 
of its extreme difficulty, but 
it’s not as difficult as they 
said,” Angelichio said. “I have 
never been a big fan of my 
English classes, but Brit Lit 
is a truly intriguing course.”

Photo by Julia Conville 
Photography Staffer

WATCH — Waiting to see where the 
ball will land, senior Ty Painter, point 
guard,  prepares for the play. The 
basketball team ended the season 
with a 28-1 record. “I couldn’t be more 
proud of the way my fellow senior 
teammates and I went out. To win 
another Schuylkill League title and 
get our first district title since 2010 
was amazing, and I’ll never forget it. 
To be the only undefeated team in 
Pottsville history is something special 
and hopefully will be remembered 
for a long time,” Painter said.

Photo by Autumn Minnich
Editor-In-Chief

PAINT — Senior Amber May 
blends out the sky in her 
watercolor painting as she thinks 
about how to go about creating 
the kitsune, a nine-tailed fox 
from Japanese mythology, that 
she envisions. Although May 
is not planning on pursuing an 
art career in college, she still 
plans on taking art courses. 
“I’m majoring in organismal 
biology/ecology because of my 
passion for animals,” May said.

Photo by Corey Schuster
Photography Co-Coordinator

LISTEN — Continuing the tradition started years ago, senior Matt 
Lescavage and his classmates dress like accountants November 
11. A group photo of the students was used in the presentation 
shown to eighth graders when they are deciding their courses 
to show them that accounting can be fun. “Even though we 
looked like ‘nerds,’ it was still fun to participate,” Lescavage said.

Photo by Julia Conville
Photography Staffer
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